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Letter from the Rev. R. Armstrong, Missionary 
Yo the Sandwich Islands, addressed to the Rev. 
‘Wa. Nevins of Baltimore, dated Island of Molo- 
Kai, May 16, 1833. 


Dear Brother,—Just five days ago in this “ end 

of the earth” I received your truly welcome let- 

ter of September 25, together with a number of 
,ethers from America, and I assure you it was an 
interesting day to ue—a day of joy and sorrow, of 

smiling and weeping. O how unstable are all hu- 

man things! while reading one page, the heart 

would swell with gratitude that a dear friend 

whom we left with heavy hearts, being in the 

bonds of iniquity, had turned from the error of his 

way, and laid hold on the hope set before him in 


the Gospel; and while reading another, the bosom 


would heave with sorrow, that another, perhaps 
quite as dear, had lost his senses, fallen into vice, 
or been numbered’ with the dead. It is painful to 
‘hear of the dreadful ravages the Asiatic Cholera 
has been making amongst you; it seems to have 
been a merciless monster; but did it come by 
chance, or spring out of the ground? Or was 
it not sent to teach the people righteousness by 
Him who presides over the destinies of men? 
Doubtless it was—but what has been the effect ? 
I understand not by any means so salutary as 
might be expected. I read of Christians still 
cliaging to the world, and sinners hardening their 
hearts against the fierce judgments of God. O how 
stubborn and foolish a creature is man! The 
ox knoweth his owner, and the ass his master’s 
crib, but Israel doth not know, my people do not 
consider !”* | 
.. It strengthens us to hear that the spirit of fo- 
reign missions is rising in the American churches. 
O that it may pervade every bosom and every 
church in the land, until men and means shall be 
furnished to supply all nations with the means of 
salvation. Since the receipt of your letter I have 
been thinking a good deal, how I should attempt 
to promofe among your people, and other sister 
congregations in Baltimore, an interest in behalf 
of this glorious cause, and I can think of no better 
means than to write you as full letters as possible, 
and then leave you to make the best use of them 
you can. I have not a faculty of writing for the 
press, or that might perhaps be most profitably 
employed, but if I furnish you with facts touching 
the Interests of the Redeemer’s kingdom, or the 
condition of the perishing souls around me, you 
ean clothe them in as strong language, make as 
strong appeals from them, and give them as wide 
a circalation as you think proper. re 

Not being yet located, owing to my connexion 
with the contemplated mission to the Marquesas 
Islands, I have been enabled since I wrote you 
last to travel a good deal over the islands, observe 
their beautiful scenery and get a little insight into 
the native character, manners, habits, &e. And 
if it will be any gratification to you or your peo- 
ple, I will give you, : 

Ist. A brief sketch of the natural history of the 
islands, their climate, location, scenery, produc- 
tions, &c. : 

2d. Some account of the people, their number, 
colour, customs, government and improvement in 
learning and religion, 

3d. The state and prospects of the mission ; our 
comforts, labours, trials, &c. 

The Sandwich Islands are eight in number, and 
lie within the degrees of 18 and 23 N. lat. and 
154 and 161 of W. long. Of these Hawaii is 
much the largest and most important. It is 98 
miles long and 76 miles wide. The next largest 
are Maui, Oahu, and Ranai, which are all about 
of equal size, though neither of them is half as 
large as Hawaii. As you approach the Islands, 
they appear in the distance to be nothing more 
than lofty piles, or huge mountains, rising in 

ndeur out of the surrounding ocean, presenting, 
aane places, a barren and desolate aspect, 
and in others, a green and charming appear- 
ance. Clouds of various colours hang continually 
around their summits or roll along their sides, 
ving a deep, dark shade to the picture, and add- 
ing much to the impreseiveness of the prospect. 
Upon a near approach indeed, they prove to be 
little else than mountains intersected by numerous 
deep and fertile valleys, and skirted by rich flat- 
lands, .on which the inhabitants principally live 
and procure a subsistence. Probably seven- 
eighths of all the lands on the islands are moun- 
tains which never have or never will be, either in- 
habited or cultivated. Vast tracts of country too, 
on Hawaii, are so completely overrun with lava 
that they are incapable of being cultivated or in- 
habited, and are in a great measure barren. The 
lava, however, is in a state of decay, and in time, 
will moulder to earth. Mounakea, the highest 
mountain on Hawaii, is estimated to be 18,000 
feet above the level of the ocean, and is perpetually 
covered with snow on the top. 

Mounaloa,which is adjacent to the former, is near- 
ly, if not quite of the same elevation, and is also 
covered with snow. On the top of this mountain 

a vole@no burst forth a little more than a year ago, 
much to the terror of the inhabitants of that island 
and the admiration of those on other islands. It 
was a grand spectacle while it continued in 
action; shedding a brilliant light on the adja- 
cent country for many miles around, and filling 
the atmosphere with smoke. But it was of short 
duration. Within a few weeks the light and 
smoke disappeared and no more of it has been 
seen, until recently visited by the perseverance of 
Mr. Goodrich, who is of opinion, I understand, that 
it is an old volcano, which has been slowly burn- 
ing for ages but without much action. 


Near the base of Mounaloa is situated the cele- 
brated volcano mentioned by navigators. This I 
have recently visited, having landed on the wes- 
tern side of the island near Puako, and travelled 
across on foot a distance of sixty or seventy miles, 
a journey which for its fatigue, and exposure, as 
well as for the sublime scenery through which it 
led, I shall never forget. As this famous curios- 
ity in nature’s works has been co particularly and 
accurately described by others, I forbear to give 
any particular account of it. It is a ecene awful 
to contemplate—a scene full of novelty and sub- 
limity, and calculated to fill the mind with admi- 
ration, fear and humility, at the power of Jehovah 
in his works. Well may He be called a “ great 
and terrible God.» When I descended into that 
black and gloomy cavity amidst thick, hot va- 

rs, and dense sulphureous fumes, almost insuf- 
erable, and stood on the margin of a burning lake 
perhaps two miles in circumference, raging like a 
tempestuous sea, tossing up red hot masses of 
Java into the air, while a current set in from one 
side to the other, heaving before it a ** fiery surf” 
which broke and dashed against the perpendicular 
cliffs with a noise like the sound of many waters, 
at the came time torrents of the same liquid mat- 


| ter bursting forth from beneath, and scattering its 


spray within a few rods of me, and heav 
columns of smoke ascending and forming a dar 


lowering cloud which turned the ‘sun _ into 
| blood,” an awe came over my spirits fora few 


moments, such aa I have never experienced. I 
thought of the consuming fires of the last day, 
and of the bottomless pit. One contemplating 
such a scene can feel the force of the prophet’s 
fearful interrogative, ** Who among us shall dwell 
with devouring fire? Who among us shall dwell 
with everlasting burnings.”’ | 

On this interesting tour I was accompanied by 
Mr. Alexander, and several native men, who went 
along as guides and carriers of baggage. Passing 
over between Mounakea and Mounaloa in an easter- 
ly direction, we found much beautiful and fertile 
land, but entirely uninhabited, — owing, 
in part, to its being so far inland, where fish and 
kalo* (the tineip&l food of the natives) cannot be 

rocured, but er to the want of water. 

e slept three nights in the open air, where, 
though we kept up most of the night a good fire, 
we were very uncomfortable from the cold. On 
awaking one morning we found ice in our cala- 
bashes of water, and the ground covered with a 
thick frost. It was interesting in passing along, 
to behold the numerous and beautiful Fer of 
wild cattle grazing on each side of our path. Of 
these there are supposed to be not less than 10,000 
on Hawaii, and they must now be a considerable 
source ef revenue to the government. Several 
foreigners: are employed by the king and Gov. 
Adams, to.take them, in which they display a skill 
and courage in horsemanship, to an American truly 
astonishing. They will often catch twenty and 
thirty in a day; and yet the increase seems to be 
more than the decrease. The scenery in those in- 
land regions is often romantic and beautiful ; 
while the eye wanders over the adjacent moun- 
tains, half covered with clouds, and half with 
snow, at their base, it rests upon large tracts of 
the finest timber-land, stretching away to the 
ocean, out of which you occasionally see the 
smoke arising from the wood-cutter’s or canoe- 
maker’s hut. 

The climate of these islands varies in different 
places. which variation depends upon the eleva- 
tion of the place, and its location with respect to 
the trade winds which blow continually from the 
N. East, and of course render that side of the 
Islands the coolest. On the leeward of the Islands 
there is commonly a gentle land and sea breeze, 
which in a measure compensates for the want of 
the trade-winds. In some places there is rather 
too much rain and wind, and cold, for comfort; 
and in others it is too hot, dry and dusty, which 
is the case at Honolulu and Lahaina; but taken as 
a whole, it is certainly an excellent climate. No 
where have I felt the heat so oppressive as in the 
United States, during the summer months, as the 
thermometer rarely rises above 80°, and at one of 
our stations (Waimea on Hawaii which is our 
health-station) it falls as low as 55°. The want 
of a cold bracing atmosphere, however, or rather 
the continual unvaried pressure of heat in most 
places, renders the climate rather debilitating to a 
foreign constitution. Itis allowed to be more op- 
pressive to females than to males. 

The productions of the soil are numerous, and 
in most places abundant. They are such as me- 
lons of various kinds, potatoes sweet and Irish, 
kalo, yams, beans, cabbage, onions, bananas, cot- 
ton, and, in a few places, oranges, figs, and 
grapes. All these are not abundant at any one 
place: indeed in some places many of them can- 
not be raised at all, and are difficult to be procur- 
ed; but sweet potatoes or kalo, which are the 
principle articles of vegetable food among the 
natives, grow every where, where there are inha- 
bitants, and are plenty except in very dry seasons, 
when the natives often suffer from want of food. 
There is fine timber plenty, but the great want is 
machinery to saw it and prepare it for use. ‘The 
way the natives make plank, is to hew down a 
large tree to a proper thickness, and thus get only 
one or two out of timber enough to make a dozen 
plank with proper machinery. The labour too is 
very great. But I understand that a saw mill is 
about going into operation at Hilo on Hawaii, 
owned by Gov. Adams. Beside the above men- 
tioned productions of the soil, there are hogs, 
cows, horses, goats, besides abundance of fish 
around the shores and in the numerous fish-ponds. 
Under proper cultivation all these might be mul- 
tiplied an hundred-fold, and immense plains which 
are now lying waste might be converted into 
fruitful fields. With suitable industry and skill, 
cotton might be raised and manufactured, and 
thus a nation that is now naked might be clothed, 
timber might be sawed and houses built, and thus 
a nation that is now living almost out of doors, or 
in filthy huts might have good habitations. 

.2. The population of these islands amounts 
to about 150,000. Their complexion is very dark, 
stature not uncommonly large, except the chiefs, 
but well proportioned, features regalar, and com- 
monly expressive of mildness and contentment. 
Their mode of living in comparison with what it 
once was is vastly improved, especially among 
the chiefs and those who have felt most the ele- 
vating influence of the Gospel. They are mostly 
genteel in their appearance, and cleanly in their 
houses and habits, but descending to the lower 
classes of the common people, it would seem that 
improvement had scarcely commenced in any re- 
spect. They live in small houses built of round 
poles set in the ground and covered with grass, 
presenting the appearance of a tent, and these are 
the abodes of dogs, hogs, and vermin, as well as of 
men, women, and children. Entering these abodes 
of filth you find commonly no furniture except a 
few mats, kapas and calabashes, and it is often a 
matter of amazement that human beings, des- 
tined to live forever, and to be the noblest part of 
this lower creation, can sink so low, as to loose 
all sense of delicacy, and self-consequence, and 
live among beasts and vermin. Their personal ap- 

earance too, is no more respectable than their 

ouses; their hair often long, uncombed, and well 
inhabited, as is visible some distance ; their bodies 
dirty, and their clothes, if they have any, which 
is by no means universally the case, ragged, half 

ut on, and filthy. I am now speaking of the 

ower classes of society, which constitutes by far 
the majority of the nation, perhaps the eight-tenths 
of it. While at work the males are entirely un- 
clad, except a narrow strip of kapa around the 
loins; and in fact the vast majority of common 
people wear nothing more at any time than a loose 
piece of kapa (native cloth) thrown loosely around 
their bodies, and this, though it appears well ata 
distance is a very flimsy and unsubstantial kind 
of clothing. We daily see companies of them in 
and about our houses with noclothing on except the 
narrow strip just mentioned. This you would be 
shocked at, but we have become used to it. It 
may be here mentioned also that their common 
conversation among themselves, males and fe- 
males, is often as obscene and filthy as their habits 
or garments. Even females will often make ges- 
tures, and suggest topics in our presence, perfect- 
ly shocking to all delicacy. 
do and say in our absence? 

Indolence is one of the besetting sins of this 
people, and one of the most stubborn impediments 
to their civil or moral improvement. It pervades 
all ranks from the highest to the lowest and is 
the parent of unnumbered evils wherever found. 
This may however be fully accounted for on na- 
tural principles: the climate is warm, a bare sub- 
sistence can be procured with little labour, their 
ideas of living are low, and perhaps what has not 
a little influence, is a wretched system of govern- 
ment, by which all property public and private, is 
left at the disposal of the ehiefs, so that whether 


* Often spelled taro. 


‘provident, unless 


What then will they | 


a man is industrious or not, it is all the same to 
him; this is a great hinderance to national improve- 
ment, but no doubt an increase of intelligence and 
moral principle will in time produce a reformation. 
While on this point, I would remark that the go- 
vernment is a kind of limited monarchy, being in 
the hands of the king and highest chiefs, who are 
his counsellors and executors ; but the system is 
so indefinite and confused, that I have not yet 
been able to learn precisely on what principles it 
is established, what are the limits to the king’s 
authority, and what to the chiefs, or what are the 
rights of the people; whether these points are ac- 
curately defined among themselves or not, I am 
not able to say: at any rate, the people have no 
voice in choosing their rulers or making their 
laws, but are left to abide by whatever the cupi- 
dity or caprice of their chiefs impose upon them. 
Their loyalty however, and their deference to 
their chiefs is as remarkable as the government is 
impolitic. The lands throughout the Islands are 
placed under the immediate direction of head men, 
who are among the most respectable of the com- 
mon people, and these head men act as the agents of 
the chiefs, collect their taxes, enforce their laws, 
superintend the cultivation of land, &c. Under 
such a system of government, the rights of the 
common people are very limited, they can have no 
private property which may not be at any time de- 


‘manded of them, and they are liable to be taxed 


as heavily and as frequent!y as their governors 
may choose to tax them. Is it any wonder then 
that they are not an industrious people? Nay, 
would it not be a wonder if they were? But our 
hope is, that as knowledge increases and the rights 
of men are better understood, a more equitable 
system of government will be established, secur- 
ing at once the interests of the chiefs and the 
people. Certainly the changes which have al- 
ready taken place do credit to those who hold the 
reins of civil power, although all has not been 
done that is desirable. As the sandal wood, which 
was once the principal source of emolument, is 
nearly, if not entirely exhausted, the revenue of 
the government is now much more limited than 
formerly, as it can only arise from the vegetables 
purchased by ships, and from harbour fees. 

A source of much evil among this people, is a 
want of family governmentand regularity. Noth- 
ing is more common than to see a child casting 
stones at its mother, and refusing all obedience to 
her commands, and the mother, instead of exercis- 
ing a proper discipline over it, either lets the child 
have its way, which is most common, or if she at- 
tempts to correct it, does it without mercy or dis- 
cretion. It is common also for the mother, as 
soon as the child is born, to give it te another wo- 
man, who has previously spoken for it, that she 
may take it to herself and nourish it, so destitute 
is she of natural affection as to forsake her own 
tender offspring. ‘To the praise of God and the 
power of his grace be it recorded, the inhuman 
practice of infanticide no longer debases and dis- 
honours this Jand, but I have no doubt from what 
I see almost daily, that hundreds of infants die 
for want of parental care and tenderness, which 
shows itself in their filth and exposure to wet and 
cold, as well as in the scabs and sores, too dis- 
tressing to behold, by which their bodies are af- 
flicted. This want of parental authority and 
management is a great hinderance to the improve- 
ment of the children, as the parents have no con- 
trol over them, to send them to school, or train 
them to virtuous and industrious habits. Some- 
times a child claims several parents, those that 


are adopted as well as those that are proper, and 


when offended by one he will fly to the other. 
Another feature in the Hawaian character, is a 
want of any proper sense of the value of time. 
One day with my neighbours, is as good as ano- 
ther to do a piece of work or set out on a journey; 
and therefore if he cannot do it with perfect con- 
venience to himself to-day, he will do it to-mor- 
row or next day, or a week hence, or perhaps will 
do a jittle every day, devoting the rest of his 
time to lounging on his mat, or sleeping, or 
something quite as useful. Often, unless driven 
by necessity, a month will be required to accom- 
plish what might be done in a week with suitable 
industry. ‘They are also very improvident, which 
often occasions distress that a little forethought 
would have prevented. No people in the world 
obey more strictly and literally the precept * take 
no thought for the morrow,” than this. So far 
from looking a year or two ahead, and laying plans 
for future provision and comfort, which the wisdom 
and economy of the ant might teach them, they 
are often contented not to know one day what 
they are to live upon the next. But if improvi- 
dence brings a native into straits, he has no mean 
faculty of getting out of them again. Should 
his feet wear out while travelling over volcanic 
cinders, while you would be resting your weary 
limbs, he will make himself a pair of sandals, by 
simply twisting and matting some grass, and 
tying them on his feet with cords of the same mate- 
rial: or should night overtake him while far from 
any inhabitants, by rubbing twodry sticks together 
briskly, he will make himself a fire, and if hun- 
gry he can find some roots and herbs almost any 
where that will relieve him. ‘Thus he can rest 
comfortable and contented, even sleeping in a 
cave or the open air, where one, less hardy and in- 
genious would suffer excessively. ‘They are a peo- 
ple also generally much given‘to the indulgence of 
appetite; if they can procure a sufficiency to satisfy 
that, they have little ambition for work, or study, 
or any thing else. It is said that old Jamehame- 
ha, when going to war, would always so mana 
as to keep his men hungry; then they would 
fight. You have doubtless often heard of the 
expertness of the Sandwich Islander in the water. 
No where does he appear to such advantage as 
in this element. You would be astonished to see 
a man throw himself into a rapid stream above 
a cascade, and float down among the rocks like a 
log, until he plunges amid the snowy surf into 
the depths below, or riding on the side of a wave 


upon his surf board with almost the rapidity of an 


arrow. Yet many of them are drowned in passing 
from one island to another in their canoes. 
It may be well here to remark that the two evil 
characteristics just mentioned, may also be ac- 
counted for, from the circumstances of the peo- 
ple, at least, in a great degree. No man will be 
* feels some security for the 
enjoyment of what he provides; and no man will 
make a proper use of his time, who fares no bet- 
ter when he labours than when he does not; unless 
he possesses a very unusual share of moral prin- 
ciple, and will labour for the sake of labouring. 
The chiefs own several small vessels, which are 
manned by natives, and are employed in trans- 
porting produce and passengers from one island 
to another. I have never suffered so severely from 
sea sickness, as on board these vessels, and it is 
one of the greatest bodily trials missionaries are 
here called upon to endure, to pass to and from 
their stations on such filthy, and crowded 
craft. On a small vessel you often see from one 
hundred to two hundred natives, besides a quan- 
tity of poi, hogs, goats, fowls, &c. 

But you will ask, has not the Gospel under the 
blessing of God, wrought a marvellous and happy 
change amongst those Islanders? I answer, and 
desire to do it with gratitude to God, who is the 
author of it, that it has, and when you think of 
it, bless and magnify his name. None but God, 
who can create anew a nation in a day, could pro- 
duce such achange in so short atime. A people, to 
whom a few years ago, the Apostle’s forcible and 
affecting description of heathen nations would 
have been strictly applicable—a people amongst 
whom murder, adultery, theft, lying, stealing, 
and the offering of human sacrifice were not re- 
garded as crimes, much less treated as such, we 
now behold, not only nominally Christians, but 


many we believe are Christians indeed and in trath. 


mn 


Yea, some are now mingling in the joys and 
songs of the upper world, who, but a few years 
ago were here worshiping wood, and stone, and 
lizards,and reptiles, wallowing in filth, debauch- 
ery and sin. You may be at a loss to reconcile 
this langaage with my previous remarks, which 
rather exhibit the nation in an unfavourable light; 
but you will remember that those remarks are not 
intended to apply strictly to the whole popula- 
tion, but only to those who, either from indolence 
or remoteness of their situation, have yetexperien- 
ced but little benefit from instruction, and thisis in 
fact the great mass of the people. Even over 
these the; Gospel has had an influence which is 
by no méans to be undervalued. But besides 
these there are many who, externally at least, and 
some of them we hope internally also, are new 
creatures, as their daily conduct will testify. All 
the churches on the different islands, embrace 
about six hundred members, of whom are mnost-of 
the highest chiefs, and respectable part of the 
common people. Although some of these give little 
or no evidence of a change of heart, and others are 
not so serious and exemplary as is desirable, yet 
many on the other hand adorn the doctrine of God 
our Saviour, by a holy and consistent life. They 
give daily proof of sincerity, and animate the 
hearts of their teachers by the warmest attachment 
as well as their growth in holiness. But recent- 
ly our hearts have been pained by the conduct of 
some who once appeared well, but have fallen 


into scandalous sins, and have incurred the dis- 


cipline of the church. This would be trying to 
any pastor, but it is peculiarly so here, where the 
church, ig as it were, only in its infancy, and needs 
all the strength which can be derived from every 
uarter to nourish and strengthen it. It makes us 
ear also for others, lest they too should fall into the 
snare of the Devil, and wound the cause they have 
professed to support But if they go out from us, 
it is because they are not of us, and if they were 
not of us, we should not desire them to be with 
us. Probably one reason why many have found 
admission into the ehurch who are not worthy, 
is, that church membership here is a sure step to 
respectability and the favour of the chiefs. It 
would be a temptation to any people to enter the 
church, if by that means they could obtain the fa- 
vour of their superiors, but especially is it so toa 
people whose whole support and coinfort depends 
on the favour of their chiefs. For this reason 
it is that tares are found growing here among the 
wheat. But the signs of the times now indicate 
that this unworthy motive will not Jong lead them 
astray. 

The question is sometimes asked in America, 
*‘will not some of the Sandwich Islanders soon 
be qualified to go forth and preach the Gospel to 
their fellow countrymen, asd thus aid those who 
have borne the burden and heat of the day, in their 
arduous work ?” To such a question it may be 
answered, that there are a few now in the church 
whoare useful insome degree, in holding religious 
rt in destitute parts, in exhorting and pray- 
ing with the people. ey understand the leading 
doctrines of Christianity, and can express them with 
much more force and clearness than any foreigner, 
but it is too soon, many years too soon, to expect 
that any will be properly qualified to go forth as 
the authorized embassadors of Christ. Whatever 
their piety may be, their knowledge is too con- 
tracted, and minds too uncultivated for that high 
and holy office. In fact, with their few ad- 
Mien, for so short a time, what could be ex- 
pected of the best of them, but might be expected 
of children in a civilized land, unless miracles 
were wrought? 

Besides, the church members of whom I have 
been speaking, there is a large class of natives 
who appear ery moral, and profess themselves 
to be pious, but have not given the best of evi- 
dence that they are so. They have left off open 
vice, and attend strictly to the external duties of 
religion—prayer in their families and in private— 
ask a blessing on their food, and are diligent in 
seeking instruction, and some give considera- 
ble evidence of sincerity ; but experience dictates 
not to admit members to the priviliges of the 
church without a Jong probation, such is the in- 
stability of the native character. 

I have remarked that the influence of the Gos- 
pel has extended even to the lowest grades of the 
people: It has so; they all profess to be in fa- 
vour of the pono, (the good way). By merely an- 
nouncing to the people that on a certain day he 
would converse with any who chose to call, on 
the subject of religion, the missioggspremises 
would be crowded with anxious ing , 8o that 
he could not converse with half of them personal- 
ly. But this I am sorry to add, proves to be no 
evidence of real anxiety for the good of their souls 
but in most cases, only a desire to be noticed or 
thought pious. Their manaos (thoughts) which 
they come a great distance to tell, are frequently 
of the most trifling kind, not worth hearing or an- 
swering, and sometimes a large company will 
come to the mission houses with the same unim- 
portant question, and after having it properly an- 
swered by one teacher, they will call perhaps the 
same day on another with the same thought and 
appear to be much concerned about it. One man 
has often called on me, even at night, to tell his 
manao, but it was always the same thing over and 
over. I would not leave the impression that all 
who come from day to day to tell their thoughis 
are unconcerned or insincere; that would be 
doing them great injustice, but that the majority 
of them are so, I believe there is but one opinion 
among us. In this however, they are no worse 
really, though perhaps more childish, than men 
of other nations, who consider themselves wiser, 
but whose religion consists in mere professions of 
no consequence, while the weightier matters of 
the law are neglected. If there is any difference, 
the Jatter are certainly the more guilty. 

It is surprising, too, to observe how universally 
this simple-hearted people have fallen in with 
the mere external duties of religion. We meet 
with multitudes in whose piety we have not the 
least confidence, who are in the habit of daily 
prayer, and they will pray in public without hesi- 
tation or embarrassment. Many such, too, make 
sensible and pertinent prayers; but neitheris this 
any criterion of Christian character. I have 
lately sailed in a native vessel with a man of 
some importance, who conducted worship. morn- 
ing and evening and appeared very zealous: but 
this same man, at the time of the death of the 
Queen Regent, Kaahumanu, last June, led a party 
in setting up idol-worship, and practising the 
most cruel and disgusting abominations of their 
old heathenism; when asked by one of the brethren 
why he did so, he replied, that when Kaahumanu, 
the most substantial pillar of the church in the 
nation, was dead, he thought the people would all 
return again to idolatry, and he did not wish to be 
last. Yet when this man was disappointed in his 
expectations, he returned again to the pono, and 
was as zealous for it asever. You see how much 
principle such men have. This brings me to re- 
mark, that notwithstanding the hold the Gospel 
has taken on the hearts of this people, in many 
places, there is a strong tendency to return to their 
former cruel and absurd religion. In several places 
within the last year, the people have cast aside 
the oracles of the living God, and commenced wor- 
shipping things without life. ‘In fact, though ex- 
ternally somewhat reformed, many are as much 
heathen in heart as ever they were. But is this 
surprising when we consider the ignorance, and 
degradation, in which the mass of the people are 
yet sunk? The restraints of the Gospel are irk- 


heathenism, which allowed many indulgences to 
the flesh, remain unmoved, and doubtless, were 
the restraint of civil authority removed, and the 
chiefs to encourage idolatry, we should soon see 


it revived with al! its bloody horrors, and degra- 


some, and rigid, and their Ss in favour of. 


‘ding vices—may the God of mercies save this 


poor ignorant nation from such a turn, and fix his 
truth in the hearts of the people, that they may 
love and obey it. ; 
Dear Brother, ought not such a state of things 
where our only help is in God, excite you and 
your people to pray for us and our cause? Should 
this nation relapse into heathenism, or turn as 
enerally against Christianity as they are now in 
Iavour of it, as the inhabitants of the Society and 
Georgian Islands have done, how much more 
hopeless will their condition be than formerly ? 
How many of them will plunge into endless ruin 
with the aggravated guilt of having had the offer of 
salvation, but of having rejected it? 


GENERAL ASSEMBLY. 


The following Protests were presented, read, 
and entered on the Minutes of the General Assem- 
bly, on Tuesday morning, June 3d, 1834. We 
were unable to procure them for insertion in their 
proper place, in the Minutes of that day, as pub- 
lished in our paper of the 12th inst. They are 
copied from the Philadelphian of last week. 


PROTEST —No. I. 


The subscribers dissenting from the judgment 
of this Assembly, in the case of the complaint and 
appeal of the. Second Presbytery of Philadelphia, 
hereby embrace their constitutional right to Pro- 
test, and to assign their reasons, on the minutes 
of the house. 

1. We believe the power exercised by the Ge- 
neral Assembly, of 1832, and now re-exercised 
by this Assembly, to form a. Presbytery within 
the bounds of a Synod, and against her decision, 
is without foundation in our form of Church Go- 
vernment. 

In the constitutional distribution of powers and 
checks, and designation of rights and duties, 
among the several judicatories of the church, the 
power ‘*to erect new Presbyteries and unite or 
divide those those which were before erected,” 

Form Government, Chapter 11th, Section 4,) is 

istinctly and exclusively secured to Synod. 
And the practice of the General Assembly, from 
the establishment of this body, till the present, 
has been, we believe, in accordance with these 
views. The principle assumed by the ma- 
jority in this body, and recognised by the As- 
sembly in the above decision, and on which the 
appellants rest their plea, that the duty ** of su- 
perintending the concerns of the whole Church,” 
(Form Government, Chapter 12, Section 5,) in- 
vests the General Assembly with all powers ne- 
cessary to accomplish that object, at her own dis- 
cretion, tends to abolish the constitutional rights 
of Synods, Presbyteries, and Church Sessions— 
to confound and contravene those original and es- 
sential principles of ecclesiastical government 
and order, which constitute and characterize the 
Presbyterian Church. 

2. While we disapprove the act performed by 
the Assembly, as being unconstitutional—we so- 
lemnly Protest against the practice, whether by 
the Assembly or Synods, of forming Presbyte- 
ries on the principle of Elective Affinity, distinctly 
avowed sad recognised, as the basis of this act, 
being fully persuaded that the tendency of this 
principle will be, to impair the Standards of our 
church—to open a door to error—and to violate 
the purity, good order, and peace of the church. 

Loyal Young, J. P. Vandyke, Alex. M‘Farlane, 
Jacob Coon, Wm. Wylie, James Scott, Daniel L. 
Simeon H. Crane, William Wallace, 
renius Beers, A. D. Hepburn, S. M‘Farren, B. F. 
Spilman, W. A. G. Posey, Isaac V. Brown, Samuel 
Boyd. W. L. Breckinridge, Francis M‘Farland, 
Wm. Sickels, E. H. Snowden, A. Bayless, H. 
Campbell, J. W. Scott, Robert Love, William 
M‘Combs, D. R. Preston, J. N. Candee, Benja- 
min M‘Dowell, Alexander A. Campbel], George 
Marshall, Oscar Harris, James M‘Farren, William 
Craig, James Remington, George Morris, James 
Carnahan, James Blake, Williamson Dunn. I 
approve and assent to the Protest as set forth on 
the first page, J. Clark. 


PROTEST.—No. Il. 


The undersigned protest against the proceed- 
ings of the General Assembly, relative to the Me- 
morial complaining of sundry grievances abroad 
in the church. | 

1. On account of the manner in which said Me- 
morial was treated, in bringing it before the As- 
sembly. It was committed to a committee who 
brought in a report in nearly all respects adverse 
to the Memorial, before it was read in the house ; 
so that when it was read, it was heard under the 
influence of all the prejudice created against it 
by the adverse report and prejudgment of the 
committee. It is believed that this method of 
procedure is without precedent or parallel, in the 
proceedings of any of the ecclesiastical judica- 
tures of our church, or of any well ordered delibe- 
rative body, of whatever kind. 

2. On account of the adoption by the As- 
sembly of the first resolution submitted by the 
committee aforesaid, viz: ** Resolved, that this 
Assembly cannot sanction the censure contained 
in the Memorial, against proceedings and tmea- 
sures of former General Assemblies.” If the 
proceedings and measures of the General Assem- 
blies of our church are not to be regarded as in- 
fallible, and immutable, then their equity and ex- 
pediency are fairly open to the investigation and 
remarks of the members of the church; nor is it 
perceived how the redress of grievances, arising 
from the acts of the General Assembly, can be 
obtained by an aggrieved party, if such a party 
may not state, freely and fearlessly, the ground of 
complaint, although this should imply, as indeed it 
must, in most cases, necessarily imply, a censure 
of the proceedings which are the subjects of com- 
plaint. We fully. recognise the obligation of 
memorialists and petitioners to address the Gene- 
ral Assembly in respectful language; and such 
language we do conscientiously think was used, 
in an exemplary manner, by the memorialists, and 
that they could not have laid open their grievances 
fairlv and fully, with a greater reserve than that 
which they maintained; and therefore, that this 
decision of the Assembly goes to abridge the 
liberty which every member of ovr church, and 
every freeman and Christian in our country, ought 
to enjoy and maintain. 

3. We protest against the second resolution, as 
going to render permanent * the plan of union be- 
tween Presbyterians and Congregationalists in the 
new settlements,” which we consider as plainly 
and palpably unconstitati We do not wish 
for an abrupt violation of this plan, on the part of 
the Presbyterian church; but for the commence- 
ment of measures which shall result in a return to 
the ground of the Constitution; and this without 
injury to, perhaps with the consent and approba- 
tion of, both the parties concerned. But regard- 
ing the second resolution as calculated, and pro- 
bably intended, to perpetuate an unconstitutional 
transaction, we decidedly protest against it. 

4. We protest against the fifth resolution, be- 
cause we view it as interfering with the liberty of 
speech, the Jiberty of the press, and with Chris- 
tian duty. For any abuse of this liberty, we are 
not advocates. But to prohibit, in all cases the 
naming of authors in connection with their hereti- 
cal publications, is, in our best judgment, to throw 
a shield over both. Forif the public is not point- 
ed to a particular book or pamphlet, it will often 
not be known what publication is intended, and 
its very existence may be denied ; and if the pub- 


lication be distinctly referred to, and it bears the 
name of the author in the title page, (which was 
the case in all the instances referred to in the me- 
moria!) then thoge who simply make this refer- 


ence, fall under the heavy denunciation of this 


resolution. We profess to admire the provisions 
of the Constitution which this resolution eulogizes, 
as much as they do who framed and sanctioned 
it; and we protest against the resolution itself, 
because its tendency is to render difficult, and in 
some cases absolutely impracticable, the duty 
which the Constitution enjoins; and thus may 


prove, as we have said, a shield, both to the here- 


tic and to his work. 

5. We doearnestly and solemnly protest against 
the seventh resolution, in which it is asserted, 
‘*that ministers dismissed in good standing by 
sister Presbyteries, should be received by the 
Presbyteries which they are: dismissed to join, 
upon the credit of their constitutional testimonials, 
unless they shall have forfeited their good stand- 
ing, subsequently to their dismissal.”” Thia re- 
solution is in confliet with the right of a Presby- 
tery to jndge of the qualifications of its own mem- 
bers, which we verily believe has never before 
been authoritatively attacked and impaired, from 
the time of the meeting of the Assembly of Di- 
vines at Westminster in which it was recognised, 
till the meeting of the present General Assembly. 
It is indeed in conflict with the acknowledged right 
inherent in the members of every society, civil as 
well as ecclesiastical, to judge of the qualifica- 
tions of those with whom they shall be associated. 
But it not only contravenes a right,—it also ex- 
poses the entire church to the most serious evils. 
It puts it in the power of a few corrupt Presbyte- 
ries, to corrupt the whole charch, by throwing 
their members into sound Presbyteries, one after 
another till they become dominant in all. We 
view it as a virtual relinquishment and denial of 
one of the essential principles of all presbyterial 
order and government, and as such, we most 80- 
lemnly protest against it. We do and must 
maintain, that every Presbytery has an inherent 
and indefeasible right, to determine whether it 
will receive into its bosom any and every mem- 
ber who applies for such reception. Circum- 
stances may render it unnecessary to call this 
right into exercise in certain instances, but the 
right always exists, and circumstances may re- 
quire its exercise, at least for a time, in every in- 
stance, in which application is made for admis- 
sion to a Presbytery. The denial of this right 
we repeat and insist, is the denial of a fundamen- 
tal principle of Presbyterianism. 

6. We protest against the eighth resolution, be- 
cause, in our judgment, it not only establishes a 
principle erroneous in itself, but does in fact, the 
very thing which it imputes to the memorialists 
— it casts censure on a former General Assembly 
for examining and ¢ondemning a heretical book, 
hefore the author was tried and condemned by his 
Presbytery. We here refer to the case of W. C. 
Davis. It is our firm belief, that it is often an 
imperious duty incumbent on the judicatories of 
the Church, to examine erroneous opinions in 
thest; and, having carefully compared them with 
the Standards of the Church and the Word of God, 
to condemn them in.the abstract ;—and then, if it 


be thought expedient, and be found practicable, | 
(which it may not always be,) to subject those 


who have these opinions, to the pro- 
per discipline. ‘To invert this order, is, in our 
firm conviction, to render discipline, in many 
cases difficult, and in some impracticable, and 
thus to prove a protection to those who are un- 
sound in the faith. 

We might specify some additional points in-the 
resolutions against which we protest; but those 
to which we have adverted, we regard as the 
most objectionable. Still we feel ourselves con- 
Strained to add, that the doings of the General 
Assembly, in regard to a memorial adopted by 
eleven Presbyteries, or parts of Presbyteries, as 
well as by several sessions, and numerous indi- 
viduals—a support greater than any other memo- 
rial has received that has ever been presented to 
a Genera] Assembly in this country—is calcula- 


ted deeply to gon and wound the feelings of a 
we must think not an unsound or 


large part, an 
undeserving part, of the Presbyterian church. 
Their pions, and as we think, their just and rea- 
sonable expectations of some redress from the 


General Assembly, will be utterly and hopeless- 


ly disappointed. 

We do, therefore, by offering this protest, most 
solemnly and earnestly beseech the Assembly to 
pause—to consider the probable consequences of 
their action on this memorial, and yet to retrace 
their steps, Jest the adherents to the Standards of 
our Church io their plain and obvious meaning, 


should find themselves constrained, however re- _ 


lactantly, to resort to first principles, and to make 
their final appeal to the Great Head of the Church. 
Ashbel Green, Robert Love, Carver Hotch- 
kiss, George Morris, A. Bayless, W. L. Breckin- 
ridge, Samuel Boyd, E._H. Snowden, Charles 
Davis, David M*‘Kinney, Simeon H. Crane, C. 
Beers, Charles Woodward, Isaac V. Brown, I. 
N. Candee, Benjamin F. Spilman, Jacob Coon, 
James W. M‘Kennan, James Magraw, D. R. 
Preston, George Marshall, James Agnew, W. A. 
G. Posey, James Scott, Alexander M‘Farlane, 
Edward Vanhorn, S. M‘Farren, James M‘Farren, 
William Craig, William M'Combs, James Blake, 
James Remington, William Sickles, Jacob Green, 
Loyal Young, Wm. Wylie, James ©. Watson. 


THE BLIND. | 
The Gospel of St. Mark has been printed for 
the use of the blind. It is beautifully executed 
on stout paper, the letters being raised so as to be 
easily known by the touch of the reader. This 


volume has been a for the use of Mr. | 


Friedlander’s school in Philadelphia, an institu- 
tion which binds itself strongly to the sympathy 
of every one who has had the privilege of witness- 
ing the improvement of its happy pupils. 


UNITED STATES’ NAVY. 


A bill is on foot, and will in due time come be- 
fore Congress, authorizing the Secretary to take 
steps for the further suppression of intemperance 
in the Navy. In the investigations in which the 
bill originated, it appeared that Commodore Ro- 


gers never to his knowledge tasted ardent spirit 


—Commodore Chauncey has not in the last thirty 
years—Commodore Morris not for many years, 
and the Secretary of War has never tasted it. 
Young men, who aspire to situations of honoar, 
remember these examples. 


BOERHAAVE. 


The celebrated Boerhaave, who had many enemies, 
used to say that he never thought it necessary to re. 
peat their calumnies. “ ‘They are sparks,” said he, 
“which, if you do not blow them, will gu out of them- 
selves. The surest method against scandal is to live it 
down by perseverance in well dving, and by prayer to 
Gop, that he would cure the distempered minds of thosu 
who traduce and injure us.” 

Being once asked by a friend, who admired his pa- 
tience under provocation, whether he knew what it was 
to be angry, and by what means he had so entirely sup- 
pressed that impetuous and ungovernable passion; he 
answered, that he was naturally quick of resentment, 
but he had, by daily prayer and meditation, at length 
attained this mastery over himself. 


CASPER HAUSER, 

The Wurtemburg Gazette declares itself au- 
thorized to contradict the report that Earl Stan- 
hope has offered a reward for the discovery of 
the assassin of Casper Hauser, and adds—*On 
the contrary, his lordship has had many reasons, 
for these eighteen months past, to entertain doubts 
of the truth of Caspar Hauser’s history ; and it 
also a to him that in the account given of 
the alleged assassination of the unfortunate young 


| man there are many suspicious cireumstances.”” 
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-Countil,.or the Bu 
secution-ees part of our rel 


was.elected 
sual with our Popes to issue Bulls seven years 
. before their election: such Bulls come trom an- 
_ other quarter.” Here he implies that the Bull 
has deen forged ; that it was never issued from 


For the Presbyterian. | 
TO THE CHRISTIAN PUBLIC. 
No 1. 


pacy 
iim. in den ng ekletence and obii 


ake a 


of any 


in proof of its authenticity, that the original was_ 
mitted to the free exercise of his office, and that 


n this extragrdinary way: ** Pope Innocent 
in the year 1484, and it is not 


In answer to. 


Reme; aod the proof ie drawn from an error of 
ten.yeate in the date! But in my next letter, I 
corrected the date, -which was 1487, instead of 
1477, and which had been a misprint in the work 
from which I had extracted it, I then added: 
“do you deny that. there was such a Bull? If 


you have any double on this subject, I refer you 


to Barronius’s Annals, Vol. XIX. page 387. sec- 
‘tion 25th.” 


.. And now gaileless reader, can you divine how 


could evade such testimony He replies: 
“ The Annals of Barronius come down, only to 


“the year 1198, and yet, you quote his authority 


for a fact which should have taken place in 
1487111 How.is this?” But Raynold, the ac- 


 eredited. continuator of Barronius, brings down 


the history of the Church to the year 1534! The 
reply then was, there is no such Bull, because 
Barronius died before it was issued? On such 
shallow evasions he ventures flatly to deny the 
existence of the Bull. In. letter 19, he says: 
* You ask me, do I deny it? and without waiting 
for my answer, you reply, that ‘J dare not.’ Now 
I reply that I dare, and do deny it flally.”” And now 
see what Barronius’s continuator, Mr. Hughes’ au- 
thentic historian, says: 
_. * By which indignity Innocent, much excited, 
ordered the Gauls, Savoyes, and Germans, within 
whose territories the impiety stil] remained firmly 
rooted, to take up arms for the destruction of the 
Heretics; and he smote the favourers of the He- 
retics with heavy punishments: at the same time 
he commissioned Albert de Capitaneis, Arch- 
deacon of Cremona, with ample powers to publish 
‘a crusade for the extermination of the Waldenses, 
and to stir up Princes and Bishops against them. 
The date of this document is as follows: Given 
at Rome at Si. Peter's, in the year of our Lord's 
incarnation 1487, 5th of Kallends of May, and of 
our Pontificate the 3d." | 
Having then been brought to such sad issues 
with his own historian and with notorious facta, 
his last vain struggle was this: ‘** Does he say 
that such a Bull exists? No. The quotation 
merely testifies that Albertus Capitaneis was 
commissioned to preach a crusade against the 
Waldenses, &c. &c."” Was there ever such 
evasion-? was evasion ever more unavailing and 
palpable? Commissioned But who commis- 
sioned him? Why the Pope! But what was the 
commission? A Brief? a Bull? Letters Patent? 
An Edict of Blood ?. The name mattera not. It 
is the thing we look to? The historian tells us 
ample powers m Innocent ope, to 
preach a crusade against the Waldenses, for their 
extermination, and to stir up pri and Bishops 
inst them. And yet Mr. Hughes says the 
historian “‘mere.y testifies that Albertus was 
commissioned to preach a crusade against the 
the Waldenses.” Merery a crusave!!!”’ 
Do we need any more proof of Mr. Hughes’ 
secret feeli on this subject; or of the Papal 
system? Aferely a crusade! in which by autho- 
rity of the Pope, a great army, headed by prelates, 
and priests, and princes, invaded a territory over 
which the Pope had no civil control, and in the 
name of God, butchered thousands of men, 
women and children, because they held doctrines in 
religion, which the Pope culled heresy ? 1n order to 
show the spirit of this Bull, as well as the reck- 
lessness of our American defender of the faith, 
I here spread it out in full for the use of Mr. 
Hughes, and of all our readers; and when we 
get a copy of the original Latin (as we expect 
soon to do) from the archieves of (ambridge 
University, we will give it to the American peo- 


“*Innocent the bishop, servant of the servants 
of God, to our well beloved ‘son Albertus de 
Capitaneis, archdeacon of the church of Cremo- 
na, our nuntio, and commissary of the Apos- 
tolical_ See, in the dominions of our dear son 
the noble Charles, duke of Savoy, both on this 
side and that side of the mountains, in the city of 
Vienne in Dauphiny, and in the city and diocese 
of Sedun, and the places adjacent; health and 
apostolic benediction. 

* The chief wishes of our heart demand that we 
should endeavour, with the most studious vigi- 
Jance, to withdraw those from the precipice of 
errors, for whose salvation the sovereign Creator 
of all things himself choosed to suffer the greatest 
of human miseries, and carefully to watch over 
their salvation; we. to whom he hath been pleas- 
ed to commit the charge and government of his 
flock, and who most ardently desire, that the Ca- 
tholic faith should prosper and triumph under our 

ntifical reign, and that heretical pravity should 

extirpated from the territories of the faithfal. 

« We have heard, with great displeasure, that 
certain sons of iniquity, inhabitants of the pro- 
vince of Ambrun, &c. followers of that most per- 
nicious and abominable eect of wicked men, cal- 
led-poor men of Lyons, or Waldenses, which long 
ago hath most unhappily (damnabiliter) risen up 
in Piedmont, and the other places adjacent, by 
the malice of the Devil, endeavouring, with fatal 
indastry, to ensnare and seduce the sheep dedicat- 
ed to God, through winding devious paths, and 
dangerous precipices, and at last to lead them to 
the perdition of their souls; who, under a deceit- 
ful appearance of sanctity, and delivered up toa 
reprobate sense, have the utmost aversion to fol- 
low the way of truth, and who, observing certain 
superstitious and heretical ceremonies, say, do, 
and commit very many things contrary to the or- 
thodox faith, offensive to the eyes of the Divine 
Majesty, and most dangerous in themselves to 
the salvation of souls. | 

‘© And whereas our well beloved son Blasius de 
Mont Royal, of the order of preaching friars, pro- 
fessor in theology, inquisitor general in these 
parts, transpo himself into that province, in 
order to induce them to abjure the foresaid errors, 
and profess the true faith of Christ, having been 
formerly appointed for that service by the master 

neral of that order, and afterwards by our be- 
oved Son Wardinal Dominic, styled Presbyter of 
St, Clement, legate of -the Holy See in these 
places, aud at last by Pope Sixtus ofhappy me- 
mory, out immediate predecessor: but so far from 
forsaking their wieked and perverse errors, like 
the deaf adder that shuts its ears, they proceed to 
commit yet greater evils than before, not being 
afraid to preach and, by their 
to draw others of the faithful in Christ into the 
same errors, to contemn the excommupications, 
interdicts, end other censures of the said iaquisi- 
tor, to demolish his house, to carry off and spoil 

that were in it, and those of other Ca- 


tholics; to kil] bis servant, to wage open war, to 


resist their temporal lords; io destroy their pro- 


perty, to:‘chase them, with their families, frox 
thejr parishes, burning or demolishing their 


houses, hindering them to receive their rents, 


> 


THE PRESBYTERIAN. 


doing totheat'st! the mischief in their power, as'| to devtare these deprived ae aforesaid, fot ever in- 


also to cominit innumerable other crimes the 
detestable ahd abominable. 


pluck up and 


» &c. to the intent that you may 
cause the said inquisitor to be received and ad- 
by your seasonable remedies, you may prevail with 
these most. wicked followers of the Waldensian 
sect, and others defiled with the infection of any 
sort of heresy whatever, to abjure their errors, and 
obey the orders of the said inquisitor: and that 
you may be able to effect this with so much more 
ease, in proportion to the greatness of the power 
and authority wherewith you are vested by ua, 
we, by these presents, grant to youa full and 
entire-licence and authority to call and instantly 
to require, by yourself or hy any = person or 
persons, all the archbishops and bishops in the 
dutchy, in Dauphiny, and in the parts adjacent, 
(whom the Most High hath appointed to be part- 
ners with us in our travail,) and to command 
them, in virtue of huly obedience, together with the 
venerable brethren our ordinaries or their vicars, 
or the officials general in the cities and dioceses 
wherein you may see meet to proceed to the pre- 
mises and to execute the office which we have 
enjvined you; and with the foresaid inquisitor, a 
man of great erudition, established in the faith, 
and of ardent zeal for the salvation of souls, that 
they be assisting to you in the things mentioned, 
and with one consent proceed, along with you, to 
the execution of them; that they fake arms against 
the said Waldenses and other heretics, and, with 
common counsels and measures, crush and tread 
them as venemous serpents; and that they pro- 
vide with care, that the people committed to their 
inspection persist and be confirmed in the confes- 
sion of the true faith; and that, in a work so holy 
and so very necessary as the extermination and 
dissipation of these heretics, they apply all their 
endeavours, and willingly bestow all their pains 
as in duty bound ; and, in fine, that they neglect 
nothing which may in any way contribute to that 
design. 

**Moreover, toentreat our most dear son in Christ, 
Charles the illustrious king of France, and our 
beloved sons the noblemen Charles duke of Savoy, 
the dukes, princes, earls, and temporal lords of 
cities, lands, and the universities of these and 
other places, the confederates of higher Gemany, 
and in general all others who are faithful in Christ 
in these countries, that they may take up the 
shield for defence of the orthodox faith, of which 
they made profession in receiving holy baptism, 
and the cause of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom 


+ kings reign, and princes rule; and that they af- 


ford help to the said archbishops, bishops, to you, 
to their vicars, or officials, and to the inquisitor, 
hy suitable aids, and by their secular arm, accord- 
ing as they understand to be needful for executin 

such a necessary and salutary perquisition ; 
that they vehemently and vigorously set them- 
selves in opposition to these heretics, for the de- 
fence of the faith, the safety of their country, the 


most 


famous, and incapable, for the time to come, of 
obtaining the like or any others ;.and to fulminate 


the duty of our all sorts of censures, according as justice, rebel- 


lion, or disobedience, shall appear to you to re- 
quire ; to inflict an interdict, and, when inflicted, 
either to remove it finally, or only to suspend it 
for a time, according as it may be found expedient, 
on good reasons and consideration, as you may 
know to be useful and necessary; but chiefly on 
those days on which perhaps indulgences are to 
be published, or the croisade to be preached ; and 
to proceed directly and simpliciter, without the 
noise and form of justice, having only regard to 
truth, against those who carry to these heretics, 
or their accomplices, provisions, arms, or other 
things prohibited, and other aiders, abettors, ad- 
visers, or entertainers of them, whether open or 
secret, or who by any means hinder or disturb 
the execution of such a salutary enterprise; and 
to declare all and e ery one of the transgressors 
to have incurred the censures and pains, both spi- 
ritual and temporal, which are inflicted, of right, 
upon those who do such things ; as also to restore 
and absolve those who ase penitent, and willing 
to return again to the bosom of the church as for- 
merly, even though they should have taken an 
oath to favour the heretics, or had received their 
pay to fight for them, or had supplied them with 
arms, succors, victuals, and other things forbid- 
den ; providing they promise by taking an oath ofa 
different kind, or otherwise give sufficient securi- 
ty, that for the time to come they will obey our 
mandates, those of the church and yours, whether 
they be communities, universities, or particular 
persons, of whatever state, order or pre-eminence 
they be, or in whatever dignity, ecclesiastical or 
civil, they may be elevated; and to re-establish 
and put them in possession of their honours, dig- 
nities, offices, benefices, fiefs, goods, and other 
rights, of which they were formerly possessed ; 
and, in fine, to concede, dispose, establish, orduin, 
command, and execute, all and every other mat- 
ters necessary or in any respect conducive to this 
salutary business, even though they should be 
such as require a particular order, and are not 
comprehended in your gereral commission ; and 
to check and restrain all opposers thereof, by 
ecclesiastical censures, and other suitable and 
lawful remedies, without regard to any appeal 
whatever; and, if need be, to call into your assist- 
ance the aid of the secular arm. And our will 
is, that all privileges, exemptions, apostolical let- 
ters, and indulgences of any kind, granted by us, 
in general or particular, or in manner aforesaid, 
under any form of words or expressions, shall be 
held void, and as letters not granted, so far as 
they are inconsistent with, and tend to hinder or 
retard these presents, we hereby deprive them of 
all force, together with all other things whatever 
thatare contrary, though the Holy See should have 
granted to any, either generally or particularly, 
that-they could not be interdicted, suspended or 
excommunicated and deprived of their dignities 
and benefices, or smitten with any other apostoli- 
cal pain, if in the apostolical letters there be not 
full and express mention made, word for word, 
of such an indulgence. | 

** Thon, therefore, my dearly beloved son, un- 
dertaking with a devout mind the charge of such a 
ineritorious work, show yourself diligent, solici- 
tous, and careful in word and deed to execute it, 
so that, from your labours attended with the di- 
vine favour and grace, the expected success and 
fruits may follow, and that by your solicitude 
you may not only merit for rewurd the glory 
which is bestowed on those who are employed in 
designs and affairs of piety, but also that you 
may obtain, and not undeservedly, the more abun- 
dant commendations from us, and from the Apos- 
tolic See, on account of your most exact diligence 
and faithful integrity. And, because it may be 
difficult to transmit these present letters to all 


preservation of themselves and of all that belong | 


entirely blot them out from the face of the earth. 


tary cross on their hearts and on their garments, 
to animate them to fight resolutely against these 


the privilege of gaining a plenary indulgence, and- 
the remission of all their sins once in their life, 
and likewise at the point of death, by virtue .of 
the commission given you above; likewise to 


places where they may be necessary, we will, 


to them, that so they may make them to perish, and ; and by apostolical authority appoint, that to a 


copy which may be taken and subscribed by 


_ * And if you should think it expedient, that all the hand of any public notary, and attested by 
the faithful in those places should carry the salu- | the subscription of any ecclesiastical prelate, 


entire faith may be given, and that it should be 
held as valid, and the same regard paid to it as to 


heretics, to cause, preach, and publish the croisade ; the original letters, if they had been produced and 
by the proper preachers of the word of God, and; shown. Given at Rome, at St. Peter’s, in the 
to grant unto those who take the cross, and fight . year of the incarnation of our Lord 1487, the 5th 
against these heretics, or whocontribute thereunto, } of the kal. of May, in the 3d year of our pontifi- 


cate.”’ 


Such is the document! Has earth ever seen 
such outrages? Did Heathen Rome herself ever 


command, upon their holy obedience, and under 
the pain of the greater excommunication, 


tical sentences and pains, whether general or par- 
ticular, by which they may in any manner be 
bound, excepting those which shall be specially 
inflicted hereafter, from which the offenders are 
only to be loosed by previous satisfaction, or the 
consent of the party; as likewise to dispense with 
them as to any irregularity they may be chargea- 
ble with in divine things, or by any apostacy, and 
to agree and com 


acquired, or which they dishonestly or doubifully 


the expedition for extirpating the heretics; in 
like manner to commute all vows whatever, 
though made with an oa‘h, of pilgrimage, absti- 
nence, and others, (excepting only those of chas- 
tity, of entering into a religious life, visiting the 
Holy Land, the sepulchres of the apostles, and 


who come forth to this warfare, or who contribute 
thereto, or who only give as much as the perfor- 
mance of their vows of pilgrimage might probably 
have cost them, having a respect to the distance 
of the places, and the condition of the persons, 
according as shall appear proper to you, or to the 
confessors deputed by you for that purpose; in 
the mean time to choose, appoint, and confirm, 
in our name, and in the name of the Romish 
church, one or more captains or leaders of the 
war over the crossed soldiers, and the army to be 
convened, and to enjoin and command, that they 
undertake that charge, and faithfully acquit them- 
selves in it-for the honour and defence of the faith, 
and that all the rest be obedient jo him or them; 
to grant, further, to every one of chem a permis- 
sion to seize and freely possess the goods of the 
heretics whether moveable or immoveable, and 
to give them, for a prey, whatever the heretics 
have brought to the lands of the Catholics, or, on 
the contrary, have taken or caused to be taken 
from them; to command likewise all those who 
are in the service of the said heretics, wherever 
they be, to depart from them within a limited 
time which you shall prescribe to them, under 
whatever pains you shall judge proper; to ad- 
monish and require them, and all persons, eccle- 
siastical or secular, of whatever dignity, age, sex, 
or order they be, under the pains of excommuni- 
cation, suspension and interdict, reverently to 
obey and observe the apostolical mandates, and 
to abstain from all commerce with the afore- 
said heretics; and, by the same authority, to de- 
clare, that they and all others, whoever they be, 


‘who may be bound and obliged by contract, or in 


any other manner whatever, to assign or pay any 
thing to them, shall not henceforth be obliged to 
do so, nor can they be compelled in any manner 
of way to it; moreover, to deprive all those who 
do not obey your admonitions and mandates of 
whatever dignity, state, degree, order, or pre-emi- 
nence they be, ecclesiastics of their dignities, offi- 
ces, and benefices, and secular persons of their 
honours, titles, fiefe, and privileges, if they per- 
sist in their disobedience and rebellion ; to 
confer their benefices on others whom you shall 
accoyst worthy of them, and even on those who 
may be-already possessed of, or expecting any 


| other ecclesiasties! benefices, in whatever number, 


or of whatever quality soever they may be; and 


nd with them as to goods | 
which they may have clandestinely or by stealth | two 


the church of St. James in Compostella,) to those | P 


issue and enforce such edicts of blood and terror, 


all fit, 28 ‘“* Holy Mother Church” belched forth upon 
preachers of the word of God, secular and regular, | the trembling tribes of men as they melted before 
of whatever order they be, mendicants not except- | 
ed, exempt and non exempt, that they excite and | 
inflame (excifare et inflammarc) these faithful to , 2”Y account to presume, to fix, or in their sermons 
exterminate utterly by force and by arms that , 28sert, any certain time of the evils to come, or of 
plague, so that they may assemble with all their. the coming of Autichrist”—(‘Tewpus quoque prae- 
strength and powers for repelling the common : 
danger; further, to absolve those who take the cross, tum, -++preedicate, val asserrere, nequaquam prae- 
fight, or contribute to the war, from all ecclesias- | sumant.) ‘The denial of Mr. Hughes is its own 


her wrath? Well did the Fifth Council of Late- 
1516, Session 11th, forbid her priests ** on 


xum futurorum malorum, vel Autechristi adven- 


best comment on the characler of Papism and the 
means of its defence. 

I pass to the next and last document which I 
shall introduce in the present No. viz., the decrees 
of the 1V. Lateran Council, cited by me at the 
close of Letter No. 8. In No. 9, my Rev. friend, 
desirous to avoid the fatal effects of this document 
on his cause, and with the purpose of throwing 
suspicion on the fairness of the quotation, asked 

uestions, as follows :— 
‘‘ First, do you give it as a /ileral and continuous 


possess, applying them only for the support of ; translation ? 


** Second, do = affirm thatin the original ithas 
| the same general meaning, that it seems to have in 
| the quotation ?” 

As I then informed him the sense wag literal, 
and unbroken; and every word was given which 
was necessary to the true and full meaning of the 
assage. Caranza, the Roman Catholic editor, 
abridged these decrees. I extracted from him the 
points in hand, leaving out some paragraphs which 
were fully to my purpose, for want of room. 
But now, having space, I give the decrees at 
large, from a book of the Councils in my pos- 
session. The original Latin is inserted at the 
close of this letter. Both in the translation, and 
in the original the reader will observe, that what 
Caranza has published, is in double brackets ; 
what I extracted from Caranza, in letter No. 8, is 
in inverted commas; the remainder is in the or- 
dinary type. In this way it will be seen ata 
glance, (1.) That my extracts, which Mr.,Hughes 
tried to taint with suspicion, gave the honest, 
unbroken sense of the original: (2.) that what I 
omitted then for want of room, was a /oss to me ; 
and still farther goes to expose the wickedness of 
the council: (3.) that Caranza, the popish abridg- 
er of this decree, has omitted some: of its worst 
features, aod nearly half of the decree: (4.) and 
that either Mr. Hughes was grossly ignorant of 
the character of this decree, ur else, that he charg- 
red me with giving a false and injurious sense, to 
it; when he Anew that I had done no such thing. 
Here follows the decree itself.* 


*Cap. III. De Haereticis. 


Excommunicamus & anathematizamus omnem 
Heresim extollentem se adversus hance sanc- 
tam, orthodoxam, Catholicam fidem, quam supe- 
rius exposuimus: condemnantes universos Here- 
ticos, quibuscumque nominibus censeantur; fa- 
cies quidem habentes diversas, sed caudas ad in- 
vicem colligatas, quia de vanitate conveniunt in 
idipsum. 

vero, secularibus potestatibus pre- 
sentibus, aut eorum Bailivis, relinquantur aui- 
madversione debita puniendi, Clericis prius a suis 
ordinibus degradatis: ita quod bona hujusmodi 
damnatorum, si laici fuerint, confiscentur: 81 vero 
Clerici applicentur Ecclesiis a quibus stipendia 
perceperunt. 

Qui autem inventi fuerint sola suspicione nota- 
biles, nisi jaxta considerationes suspicionis, quali- 
tatemque person, propriam innocentiam congru 
purgatione monstraverint, anathematis gladio fe- 
riantur, & usque ad satisfactionem condignam ab 
omnibus evitentur: ita quod si per annum tn ex- 
communicatione perstiterint, ex tunc velut Her- 
etici condemnentur. Moneantur autem & indu- 


excommunicate, and anathematize 
‘every Heresy extolling itself against this Holy, 
¢ Orthodox, Catholic faith, which we before ex- 
* pounded, condemning all Heretics by whatsoever 
‘names called ;’ having indeed different faces, but 
having their tails bound together, by a common 
agreement in falsehood, one with another. ‘ And 
* being condemned, let them be left to the secu!ar 
* power, or to their bailiffs to be punished by due 
‘animadversion ;’ if clergymen, let them be first 
degraded from their orders, so that the goods of 
persons thus condemned. if of the laity, may be 
confisca'ed ; if of the clergy, they may be devoted 
to the churches from which they have received 
their stipends. But if any shall be found, who 
are notable by suspicion, let them be stricken with 
the sword of anathema, and shunned by all, until 
they have rendered full satisfaction; unless they 
have rendered full satisfaction ; unless they shall 
have proved their innocence by a clearing of them- 
selves suitable to the degree of suspicion and the 
quality of the person: but if they continue under 
excommunication for a year, they shall after that 
be condemned as Heretics. * And let the secular 
* powers be warned and induced, and if need be, 
* condemned by ecclesiastical censure what offices 
* so ever they are in, that as they desire to be reputed 
‘ and taken for believers, so x hee publicly take an 
‘oath for the defence of the faith, that they will 
* study in good earnest to exterminate to their ut- 
* most power from the lands subject to their juris- 
‘ diction all Heretics devoted by the Church; so 
* that every one that is henceforth taken into any 
6 ee either spiritual or temporal, shall be 
* bound to confirm this chapter by his oath. But 
‘ if the temporal Lord required and warned by the 
‘church, shall neglect to purge his territory of 
‘ this Heretical filth, let him by the Metropolitan 
‘and Con-provincial Bishops be tied by the bond 
‘ of Excommunication; and if he scorn to satisfy 
* within a year, let that be signified to the Pope, 
‘ that he may denounce his vassals thenceforth ab- 
‘solved from his fidelity (allegiance to him) and 
* may expose his country to be seized by Catho- 
‘ lics, who, exterminating the Heretics, may pos- 
* sess it without any contradiction and may keep it 
‘ in the purity of the faith ; saving the right of the 
‘ principal Lord, so be it he himself put no obsta- 
‘cle thereto, nor oppose any impediment; the 
‘same law notwithstanding, being kept about 
* them that have no principal Lords. : 

‘And the Catholics that taking the badge 
‘ of the cross, shall gird themselves for the ex- 
‘termination of heretics, shall enjoy that indul- 
* gence and be fortified with that holy privilege, 
‘ which is granted to them that go to the help 
‘ of the holy Land.}] 

_‘ And we decree to subject to excommunication, 
* the believers and receivers, defenders and favour- 
‘ ers, of heretics, firmly ordaining that when ever 
‘ such erson is noted by excommunication, if he 
‘ disdain to satisfy within a year, let him be ipso 
‘jure, made infamous ;’ nor Jet him be admitted 
to public offices or councils, nor to aid in electing 
such, nor to bear testimony. Let him also be 
intestate, so that he shall neither have free power 
to bequeath or inherit. Besides, no one shall be 
required to answer him about any business—but 


cantur, &, si necesse fuerit, per censuram Eccle- 
Siasticam compellantur sxculares potestates, qui- 
buscumque fungantur officiis, ut sicut reputari 
cupiunt & haberi fideles, ita pro defensione fidei 
prestent publice juramentum, quod de terris sue 
jurisdictioni subjestis universos Hereticos ab Ec- 
clesia denotatos bona fide pro viribus exterminare 
studebunt: ita quod amodo, quandocumque quis 
fuerit in potestatem sive spiritalem, sive tempora- 
lem assumptus, hoc teneatur Capitulum juramento 
firmare. 

Si vero Dominus temporalis requisitus & moni- 
tus ab Ecclesia, terram suam purgare neglexerit 
ab hac Heretica feditate, per Metropolitanum & 
ceteros comprovinciales Episcopos excommuni- 
cationis vinculo innodetur. Et, si satisfacere 
contempserit infra annum, significatur hoc sum- 
mo Pontifici: ut ex tunc ipse vasallos ab ejus 
fidelitate denuntiet absolutos, & terram exponat 
Catholicis occupandam, qui eam exterminatis 
Hereticis sine ulla contradictione possideant, & 
in fidei puritate conservent: salvo jure Domini 
priocipalis, dummodo super hoc ipse nullum pre-. 
stet obstaculum, nec aliquod impedimentum op- 
ponat: eadem nihilominus lege servata circa eos 
qui non habent Dominos principales. 

atholici vero, qui crucis aesumpto caractere 
ad Hereticorum exterminium se accinxerint, illa 
gaudeant indulgentia, illoque sancto privilegio 
sint muniti, quod accedentibus in terre sancte 
subsidium conceditur. 

Credentus vero, preterea (M. S. Dacheria- 
num receptatores) receptores, defensores & fau- 
tores Heteticorum excommunicationi decernimus 
subjacere: firmiter statuentes, ut postquam quis 
taliuin fuerit excommunicatione notatus, si satis- 
facere contempserit infra annum, ex tunc ipso 
jure sit factus infamis, nec ad publica officia seu 
consilia, nec ad eligendos aliquos ad hujusmodi, 
nec ad testimonium admittatur. Sit etiam intes- 
tabilis, ut nec testandi liberam habeat facultatem, 
nec ad Hereditatis successionem accedat. 

Nullus preterea ipsi super quocumque negotio, 
sed ipse aliis respondere cognatur. Quod si forte 
judex extiterit, ejus sententia nullam obtineat 
firmitatem, nec cause alique ad ejus audientiam 
perferantur. Si fuerit Advocatus, ejus patroci- 
nium nullatenus admittatur. Si Tabellio, ejus 
instrumenta confecta per ipsum nullius penitus 
sint momenti, sed cum autore damnato, damnen- 
tur. Et in similibus idem precipimus observari. 
Si vero Clericus fuerit, ab omni officio & benefi- 
cio deponatur: ut in quo major est culpa gravior 
exerceatur vindicta. 

Si qui autem, tales, postquam ad Ecclesia de- 
notati fuerint, evitare contempserint: excommu- 
nicationis sententiad usque ad satisfactionem ido- 
neain percellantur. Sane Clerici non exhibeant 
hujusmodi pestilentibus Ecclesiastica sacramenta, 
nec eos Christiane presumant sepulture tradere, 
nec eleemosynas, aut oblationes eorum accipiant 
alioquin: suo priventur officio, ad quod nunquam 
restituantur absque indulto sedis Apostolice spe- 
ciali. Similiter quilibet regulares, quibus hoc 
etiam infligatur, ut eorum privilegia in illa die- 
cesi non serventur, in qua tales excessus pre- 
sumpserint perpetrare. 

Quia vero nonnulli sub specie pietatis, virtu- 
tem ejus, juxta quod ait Apostolus, abnegantes, 
autoritatem sibi vendicant preedicandi, cum idem 
Apostolus dicat: qguomodo predicabunt nist mit- 
tantur ? omnes qui prohibiti, vel non missi, pre- 
ter autoritatem ab Apostolica sede, vel Catholico 
Episcopo loci susceptam, publice vel privatim 
predicationis officilum usurpare presumpserint, 
excommunicationis vinculo innodentur. et nisi 
quantocius resipuerint, alia competenti poena plect- 
antur. 

Adjicimus insuper, ut quilibet Archiepiscopus 
vel Episcopus, per se, aut per Archidiaconum 


‘suum, vel idoneas personas honestas, bis aut 


saltem semel in aniio propriam parochiam, in 
ua fama fuerit Hereticos habitare, circumeat; 
& ibi tres vel plures boni testimonii viros, vel 
etiam, si expedire videbitur, totam viciniam ju- 
rare compellat, quod si quis ibidem Hereticos 
sciverit, vel aliquos occulta conventicula cele- 
brantes, seu a communi conversatione fidelium 
vita & moribus dissidentes, eos Episcopo studeat 
indicare. Ipse autem Episcopus ad presentiam 
suam convocet accusatos: qui nisi se ab objecto 
reatu purgaverint, vel si post purgationem exbi- 
bitam in pristinam fuerint relapsi perfidiam, 
Canonice puniantur. Si qui vero ex eis jara- 
menti religionem obstinatione damnabili respuen- 
tes, jurare forte noluerint: ex hoc ipso tamquam 
Heretici reputentur.”’ 

Volumus igitur & mandamus, & in virtute 


obedientie districte precipimus, ut ad hec effica- , 


citer exequenda Episcopi per diceceses suas dili- 
genter invigilent, si Canonicam effugere volue- 
rint ultionem. Si quis enim Episcopus super 
expurgando de sua diecesi Heretice pravitatis 
fermento negligens fuerit vel remissus: cum id 
certis indiciis apparuerit, & ab Episcopali officio 
deponatur, & in locum ipsius alter substituatur 
idoneus, qui velit & possit Hereticam confundere 
pravitatem. 


ject. 


he shall answer all others. If he be a judge, bis 
sentence shall be null, nor shall any causes he 
brought for a hearing before him. If an advo- 
cate, he shaltnet be admitted to plead. If a 
public register, his instruments shall have no 
force, but be condemned with their condemned 
author. _ And we command the like to be observ- 
ed in like cases. But if he be a clergyman, he 
shall be deposed frum all office, and benefice; 
because the greater the offence, the heavier 
should be the sperma: (vindicta.) But if 
any persons shall contemptuously refuse to shun 
those whom the Church has devoted (as heretics) 
let them be smitten with the sentence of excom- 


munication, until they have made full satisfaction. 


Moreover, let not clergymen administer to such 
pestilent persons, the sacraments of the Church; 
nor let them presume to bestow on them Chris- 


tian burial ; nor to accept their alms or offerings ; | 


but on the contrary, let them be deprived of their 
office, and not restored without a special grant from 
the Holy See. In like manner all Regulars, on 
whom the same shall be inflicted shall lose their 
privileges in that diocese in which they have 
committed said excesses. 3 

[[And because some under the ‘ form of Godli- 
ness but denying its power,’ as the Apostle saith, 
have assumed the authority to preach, although 
the same Apostle saith, Huw shall they- preach 


except they be sent? Therefore, let all who pre- | 


sume to preach without the authority of the 
Holy See, or of a Catholic Bishop, either pub- 


licly or privately, be bound with the chain of ex- 
communication: and unless they quickly repent, | 


let them be visited with other condign punish- 
ment. }] 

We enjoin, in addition, that every archbishop, 
and bishop, either in person, by his archdeacon, or 
by fit and honest persons, shall twice or at least 
once a year, make the circuit of any 
which heresy is reported to exist; and there com- 
pel three or more men of good report, or if it 
is thought expedient, the whole neighbourhood 
fo swear that if any one shall thereafter know of 
any heretics therein, or any holding secret con- 
venticles, or any differing in life and morals from 
the conversation of the faithful, that he shall studi- 
ously point them out to the bishop. And the 
bishop shall call the accused to his presence, 
and the accused shall be canonically punished, 
unless they do clear themselves from the suspect- 
ed guilt; if after a show of being cleared, they 
relapse into their former perfidy—or if any such, 
despising the sacredness of an oath, shall with 
damnable obstinacy refuse to swear, let them for 
that thing, be reputed heretics, 

[( We therefore, will and decree, and in virtue of 
Holy obedience strictly command, that Bishops, 
diligently superintend the execution of these 
things throughout their dioceses, if they desire to 
shun canonical vengeance. But if any Bishop 
shall be negligent cr remiss in purging the 
leaven of Heretical pravity from his diocese, as 
soon as that is made evident by good proof, he 
shall be deposed from his office of Bishop, and a 
fit person put in his place, who is willing and able 
to confound Heretica! pravity.’’} } 


He who runs may read, then, that when I gave 
extracts from this decree, so far from altering the 
sense, or injuring its tyrannic authors, I did not 
tell the half of their diabolical decisions. 

And will the ingenious reader, believe that Mr. 
Hughes denied that this decree had any persecu- 
tion in it, or that it had any reference to the faith 
of the Church! Let the reader now turn to his 
ninth letter, and compare a Jesuit’s defence, with 
this fearful document? Did he intend to insult 
the country, when he defended this decree? Did 
he mean to be gay amid-t the groans of martyred 
thousands, when he called ita * feudul’”’ act!— 
Was ita play upon the word, meaning that it was 
the proper way to settle ** feuds.” 

I have not room to comment on this document. 
And in truth it is its own interpreter. Jt needs no 
comment. It speaks for itself in lines of blood 
—‘‘in fury, havoc, and desolation.” It displays 
the Church of Rome, as ** drunk with the blood of 
saints :’? and as she claims to be unchangeable, it 
eternizes her infamy. 

Joun Breckinripce. 


GENERAL ASSOCIATION OF CONNECTICUT. 


This ecclesiastical body met in Vernon, on the 
17th inst. Rev. Dr. Chapin was chosen modera- 
tor, and Rev. Messrs. Hickok and Mann, scribes. 
The number of delegates in attendance from the 
district associations, was large; and there were 
several delegates from foreign bodies in corres- 
——" with the General Association. Rev. 

essrs. Reed and Matheson, the delegates from 
England, were not present—being, as we under- 
stand, in Canada. 

he associational Sermon was delivered by 
Rev. Mr. Everest, of Norwich. Beside the usual 
business on the first day of the session, a proposi- 
tion was discussed, at some length, to republish, 
under the patronage of this Association, the Say- 
brook Platform. Nothing was done on the sub- 


An able Report on the state of religion, drawn 
up by Rev. Mr. Bacon, chairman of the Commit- 
tee appointed for that purpose, was read, and after 
some discussion, and one or two amendments, 
adopted and ordered to be published. 

A resolution was unanimously adopted, recom- 
mending that associations and other ordaining 
bodies, in our connexion, should not ordain mis- 
sionaries about to go to the West,—but leave their 
ordination to the Presbyteries within whose bounds 


they propose to locate. 


Another resolution was adopted recommending 
that no candidate, sine titulo, should be ordained 
merely on his own request. This resolution is 
intended to check the growing practice of ordain- 
ing young men as evangelists, when they have no 
charge in expectation. 

On Tuesday evening the anniversary of the 
Connecticut Education Society was held. 

On Wednesday afternoon, a large number of 
the friends of Christ, from different sections of 
the country, united in the celebration of the Lord’s 
supper. Prayers were offered and addresses 
made by Rev. Dr. Neil, delegate from the General 


| Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, and Rev. 


Dr. Wisner, Secretary of the Foreign Board.— 
Immediately after the communion, the cause of 
the American Tract Society was advocated by 
Rev. Mr. Eastman, one of the Secretaries of that 
Society ;—of the American Bible Society, by Rev. 
Mr. Shepherd, General Agent of that Society for 
New-England;—and of the American Board of 
Foreign Missions, by Rev. Dr. Wisner. The 
two former addresses we were prevented by other 
duties, from hearing. ‘The address by Dr. Wis- 
ner, was one of the happiest efforts of the kind 
we have ever heard—animated, pungent, concise, 
and imbued with the very spirit ofthe Gospel. It 
will not soon be forgotten by those to whom it 
was addressed. The conversion of the world, as 
the ruling principle, the governing passion of our 
lives, was the theme—and the lesser objects 
which are apt to engross our affections, and the 
controversies which so often embitter and corrode 
our minds, shrunk, for the time at least, into their 
native and real insignificance. 

Among the encouraging facts mentioned by Dr. 
W. io respect to Foreign Missions, are the increase 
of funds, notwithstanding the state of the times— 
the increase of a missionary spirit in Colleges and 
Theological Seminaries—and the fact that so 
many ministers who are already settled in this 
country, are forming the design of going as mis- 
sionaries to the heathen. Among this number, 
are some of the ministers of Connecticut. The 
time was, when it was thought to come up to the 
demands of duty, if one remained at home, unless 
the call to go abroad was too imperative to be 
evaded. Now, it is beginning to be felt that the 
first duty of ministers is to preach the Gospel in 
heathen lands, unless the call to stay at home is 
decisive. Perhaps, said Dr. W., it may be the 


duty of some of these brethren before me, to go 
on a Foreign Mission. 

The anniversary of the Missionary Society of 
Connecticut, Auxiliary to the A. 


H. M. S. was 


held on Wednesday evening. The meeting was 
opened with prayer, by Rev. Mr. Badger, dele- 
gate from the General Association of Massachu- 
setts. Abstracts of the Reports of the Treasurer 
and Directors, were read by the Secretary. Reso- 
lutions were offered, and supported in able ad- 
dresses, by Rev. Messrs. Ely, Savage, M’Ewen, 
Vaill, Allen, of R. I. and Peters, of New-York. 

The receipts of the Society, the past year, are 
about $10,000. If to this be added the income of 
the old Missionary Society of Connecticut, the 
whole sum devoted to Home missions, the last 
year, by our denomination, in this State, is more 
than $12,000. This, as was observed by one of 
‘the speakers, is a large sum, in comparison with 
_the past, buta very small sum compared with the 
actual ability of the friends of Christ in Connecti- 
cut. 

A sermon was delivered on Wednesday at 10 
.o’elock, A. M. by Rev. Mr. Philips of Kentucky, 
one of the delegates from the General Assembly. 
| On Thursday, at 10 o’clock, A. M. a sermun on 
_the subject of slavery was delivered by Rev. Mr. 
Leavitt, of New-York—during which the Associa- 
i tion proceeded with their business in a neighbor- 
‘ing room. At 2 o’clock, P. M. an address, on 


the same subject, was made by Rev. Mr. Bacon, — 


_of New-Haven. We were obliged to leave before 
either of these exercises. 

Rev. Mr. Calhoun was appointed to deliver the 
concio ad clerum, at the commencement in New- 
Haven, 

Several resolutions were, on motion of Rev. 
Mr. Bacon, passed in relation to slavery ; and it 
was recommended to the.churches to take up a 
contribution, on or near the fourth of July next, 
for the American Colonization Society. 

The session of the Association closed on Thurs- 


'day.—Con. Obs. 
arish in | 
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Spreecu or THE Rev. Mr. Wincuester.—We 
would call the particular attention of our readers 
to the speech of the Rev. Mr. Winchester, part 
of which is inserted on our fourth page; and 
which was delivered in the last General Assem- 
bly, in the case of the Appeal and Complaint of 
the Second Presbytery of Philadelphia against 
the Synod of Philadelphia. We think any one 
who loves the Constitution of the Presbyterian 
Church, or who can be interested in sound, logi- 
cal reasoning, will find himsel! deeply interested 
-in the perusal. We believe it was acknowledged 
by all who heard it, (whatever may have been 
their views of the question at issue,) to contain a 
very able and lucid exposition of the Constitu- 
tion of our Church. We ask our readers to pe- 
ruse it with care, and judge for themselves. ‘The 
remainder will be given next week. 


Tue Act anp Testimony.—We would suggest 
to the Presbyteries, and to the minorities in Pres- 
byteries, who concur in the sentiments of this 
important paper, that they should, at an early 


date, hold special meetings, for the purpose of 


securing a large and respectable subscription of 
names. No minister or elder, who feels a just 
alarm at the crisis to which our Church is 
brought, should indulge in indifference. Prompt 
action on this Testimony may result in the doc- 
trinal purification of our Church: neglect now 
will close the only door of hope. In transmit- 
ting to our office the names of ministers ai.d 
elders, let it be distinctly mentioned to what 
Presbytery they belong, and /et the names be legi- 
bly written. | 


GeneraL Laravetts.—By Jate advices from 
Europe we learn that this staunch republican, 
and uncorrupted patriot, expired on the 20th of 
May last after a brief illness. The career of this 


individual has been eventful and illustrious; and | 


considering the violent political convulsions 
through which he has passed, it is a subject of 
congratulation, that he has been permitted to 
close his eyes upon earthly scenes in the quietness 

of his own house. Our country owes an irre- 
deemable debt of gratitude to the memory of this 

truly remarkable man. The zeal with which he 
identified himself with her revolutionary struggle, 

was cordial and disinterested. He was 2 republican 

and a lover of human freedom, and to the elose of 
life his principles remained unchanged. Seldom 

are we favoured with an example of such undevi- 

ating rectitude and uncorrupted integrity in politi- 

cal life, and it is due to ourselves and to our 

country that such examples should be duly 

reverenced. The eminent men selected by Pro- 

vidence to secure for us the enjoyment of free in- 

stitutions, have nearly all passed from the stage ; 

let us who enjoy the fruits of their toil, strive 
to perpetuate the blessing to remote generations, by 

the diffusion of sound instructions, by the practice 

of virtue, and by a religious veneration of the cha- 

racter and laws of Jebovah. 


Dr. M‘Cie_Lanp.—We intend to insert in oor 
next number, the proceedings of the General Synod 
of the Reformed Dutch Church, instituted in rela- 
tion to the sermon of Dr. M‘Clelland, of which 
we gave a passing notice immediately after its 
publication. The opinion which we then ex- 
pressed, is still unchanged. The sermon dis- 
plays much talent, and, although we anticipated 
from what might be called the one-sided view of 


the subject, to which Dr. M‘Clelland confined | 


himself, that his sentiments would be misappre- 
hended by some, and eagerly perverted by others, 
we had not the slightest suspicion of his radical] 
orthodoxy. He has been for years, an able and 
decided opponent of the nonsensical and perni- 
cions novelties in doctrine at present in vogue ; 
and it might be naturally expected, that the 
plausible pretence furnished by this sermon, of 
fastening upon him a charge of change in opi- 
nion, would not be suffered to pass unnoticed. 
Several of the new-light journale have made the 
most of the matter, and have indulged in prema- 
ture triumph. It became incumbent on the 
General Synod, under these circumstances to 
investigate the subject. ‘This they have done 
promptly and kindly, and their decision, while it 
does not entirely approve of the mode in which 
the Rev’d Professor has discussed the subject 
of human ability, bears honourable testimony 
to the soundness of his theological creed, and 
expresses undiminished confidence in his ortho- 
doxy. ‘Tothose who have read the sermon, we 
recommend the careful perusal of Dr. M‘Clel- 
land’s explanatory remarks before Synod, that 
they see, how far he is from cherishing any affi- 
nity for the popular errors of the day. 


2 


a We therefore, as obliged by | 
We ‘have seen from the éidelosures of my for- church that | 
' ‘thie fev. Mr. Hoghes per- y out from the 
q ner -iptter, how fur tte execrable sect, and those impious errors formerly 
3 og J mentioned, lest they should spread farther, and | 
3 : inser or lest the hearts of the faithful should be damnably 
— : corrupted by them, and to repress such rash and 
the wordy every well audacious attempts, we have resolved to exert 
tees | every effort for this purpose, and to bestow here- 
for ‘eati G18 | upon all our care, and we putting our special trust 
'N the R in God as to your learning, the maturity of your 
lw H eV. | wisdom, your zeal for the faith, and experience in 
Of BDY | affairs; and likewise hoping that you will execute, 
ope. ng with honesty and prudence, all that we have judg- 
proof of youre ed proper to commit to you for extirpating such i 
14 this: call y from the we have thought good to appoint. you, by 
Bull of Bo vill th of: these presents, our nuntio, and commissary of the 
Va 3 Vadois Wald - fort eae Albert De Apostolic See, for this cause of God and of the 
Capitonets faith, in the dominions of our dear son Charles 
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‘successive sights of the last week, in aid of the 
Young. Men's Colonization Society of Peansy!- 


in conjunction with the Coloni- 


‘sation Society of New York, are enterprising a 

‘aew colony at Bassa Cove, about fifty miles south 
“*0f the old colony. The location is said to be 
_ eminently adapted to the purpose, being healthy 


and’ highly favourable to agriculture as well as 
‘commerce. The principles oa which the colony 


“tis to be established and controled, are such as the 
following : 


_ 1,. To select from the many colonists that offer, 
‘those who are best- fitted in chafacter, age, con- 
-stitution, knowledge, trades and good habits, for 
the founding of a Christian and agricultural set- 


- tlement. 


_ & To make it strictly a ‘Temperance colony. 

8. Po-distourage all war and acquisition of 
_ 4. To prepare houses and lands for the recep- 
‘tion of the colonists, and then to sustain them for 
-@ reasonable time, till they shall be fitted to sup- 
' The Maryland Colonization Society, which is. 
now engaged in establishing a colony on similar 
‘principles, at Cape Palmas, still farther south, 
“were requested to allow the two young African 
Princes to visit our city and be present at the 
-above named meetings. This they did with dis- 
tinguished courtesy. On invitation also, the 
"Rev. Robert J. Breckinridge, and the Rev. Mr. 
M‘Kinney, agent of that Society, accompanied 
“those youths, and addressed the several meetings, 
in the Second Presbyterian Church; in the Me- 


- thodist Episcopol Church under the care of the 


Rev. Mr. Pittman; in the Musical Fund Hail; 
-and in the Exchange of the Northern Liberties. 
We were present at all these meetings. The 
young Africans were introduced to the several 
assemblies, and powerful addresses delivered by 
‘the gentlemen from Maryland. Several hundred 
‘dollars were contributed in aid of the Pennsy]l- 
vania Society, and flearly one hundred young 
men became its members. A great impulse has 
‘undoubtedly been given to the Colonization cause 
by these meetings. 

The meeting at the Musical Fund Hall on 
Tharsdey evening, Joseph R. Ingersoll, Esq. in 
‘the Chair, was-of the most impressive character. 


"The Rev. Messrs. R. J. Breckinridge, and Henry 


#A. Boardman, were the principal speakers. We 
mever heard them with so much pleasure, and the 
‘deafening and reiterated plaudits of a large as- 
‘sembly, bore ample testimony to the effects of 
itheir appeals. 

_ During the week able speeches were made by 
the Rev. Dr. C. C. Cuyler, and Joha Bell, M. D. 

‘The African Princes are sons of two African 
‘Kings, who have sent them to this country to be 
eilucated under the care of the Maryland Coloni- 
zution Society. Considering the injury which 
this nation has for ages done to Africa, this act 
of generous confidence on the part of their fa- 
thers, ceflects the highest credit on their spirit, 
as. well. as on the wisdom of the Maryland 

‘Colonization Society. It is in truth, one of the 
most remarkable events in the age, and may 
be connected with results to our country and 

Africa, which none can yet fully estimate or 
foresee. 

‘They are manly afd intelligent looking boys of 
i4.and 16 years, and excited much interest in the 
respective meetings, great numbers of whom came 
forward to shake hands with them at the close of 
each service; but their total ignorance of our 
language, owing to their recent arrival, prevents | 
aay satisfactory intercourse with them. 

We understand that the Young Men’s Colo- 
nization Society of Pennsylvuania are making a 
special effort to secure the necessary means for 
transporting 110 slaves, jeft by the late Dr. 
Hawes, of Virginia, for emigration to Africa. 
By the laws of Virginia, they relapse into slavery 
if not removed before the first of August. It will 
require a large sum of money, to transport and 
settle them with safety and comfort. They are 
willing to go. Of their number, more than twen- 
ty are able to read and write ; many are excellent 
tradesmen, and still more are good farmers ; none 
are superannuated, and few are children. 

Here is a fine opportunity for the real abolition- 
ist to emancipate one hundred and ten slaves. 

Will not the friends of God and man, the friends 
of the poor slaves, of America and of Africa, aid 
our young mea in this noble work ? 


A Mopex ror Misstonaries.—Roman Catholic 
writers seem to be at a loss for language suffici- 
ently strong and elevated when they attempt to 


tare’ exaiss or Covomtation Meer- 
have never attended interesting 
train Of dteeussions as that sustained, during four | 


tion” of those who hold such a doctrine “ is just.” 
‘The * Apostle of the Indies’ thought otherwise, 
and practised accordingly. Let the following in- 
stance -suffice—many others might be adduced 
from the same volume. 


“While the ship that carried Xavier was 
crossing the Gulph of Ceylon, an occasion of 
charity was. offered to the saint, which he would 
not suffer to escape. The mariners and soldiers 
passing their time, according to their custom, in 
playing at cards, two soldiers set themselves to 
it, more .out of avarice than pleasure, and one of 
them played with such ill fortune, that he lost not 
only ali his own money, but the stock which others 
had put into his hands to traffic for them. Hav- 
ing nothing more to lose, he withdrew, cursing 
his luck, and blaspheming God. His despair 
prevailed so far over him, that he would have 
thrown himself into the sea, or run upon the 
point of his sword, if he had not been prevented. 
Xavier had notice of these his mad totentions, 
and execrable behaviour, and immediately came 
}to his relief. He embraced him tenderly, and 
suid all he could to comfort him: but the soldier 
who was still in the transports of hia fury, thrust 
him away, and forbore not even ill language to 
him. Xavier stood recollected for some time, 
imploring God’s assistance and counsel; then 
went and borrowed fifty royals of a passenger, 
brought them to the soldier, and advised him 
once more to try his fortune. At this the soldier 
took heart, and played so luckily, that he recov-- 
ered all his losses with great advantage. The 
saint, who looked on, took out of the overplus of 
the winnings, what he-had borrowed for him; 
and seeing the gamester, now returned to a calm 
temper; wrought u him so successfully, that 
he, who before refused to hear him, was now 
overpowered by his discourse, never after han- 
died : saa and became exemplary in his life.” 


sy Aurnoriry—When, some time 
ago, we entered our protest against the illegal 
and immoral proceedings at the Catholic Or- 
phans’ Fair in this city, in the sale of tickets, and 
distribution of fancy articles by lottery, we were 
not aware that the managers in that business could 
plead the sanction of even his Holiness himself for 
the practice. We have lately learned this fact from 
the perusal of a work entitled «‘Roman Tablets,” 
a book, full of curious details respecting men and 
manners at Rome. The author, a Frenchman and 
a Catholic, speaks in no measured terms of the 
impieties and absurdities practised at the Metro- 
polis of the Christian world, under the garb of reli- 
gious observances. In a darker aye, he would 
have answered for this crime of telling the truth, 
in the Inquisition and at the stake. But such is 
the deplorable degeneracy of the times, which fills 
the Pope with a holy “horror,” that even under 
the reign of the faithful Charles X., and with all 
the influence of the Pope’s Legate, and the Je- 
suits arrayed against him, the author escaped 
with only a fine and imprisonment ! 


“The Popish government not only tolerates the 
lottery, but authorizes and encourages it. It does 
more: it sanctifies it by instituting for this poli- 
tical vice a special and religious ceremony. 
What! make the lottery an act of piety !/—Why 
not? Have they not made an act of faith (auto- 
da-fe) of throwing innacent people into huge 
fires? However, in spite of my respect for Pa- 
pal omnipotence, as I do not think that known 
abuses justify an easy faith in the existence of 
unknown abuses, | was determined before I be- 
lieved, to have the evidence of my senses on the 
subject in question: I did so; they were unani- 
mous in their testimony. : 

* The day the numbers are drawn, the gallery of 
the palace of the governor of Rome is metamor- 
phosed into a sort of tabernacle, where the 
chiefs of the divers religious orders, Capuchins, 
Franciscans, Dominicans, &c., assemble with 
the monsignori and other eminent personages of 
the church. From the devout demeanour of the 
assembly, it might be supposed a funeral ceremo- 
ny for the repose of the soul of some bishop or 
cardinal. J admired the silence of the people 
collected together on Monte Citorio round the 
obelisk ; it was the image of a unanimous and 
pious thought directing itself towards Heaven. 
**A little boy of about thirteen years of age ad- 
vanced towards the balustrade of the exterior 
gallery of the palace; after having crossed him- 
self with great ceremony, he thrust his hand into 
a silver box, and drew out a ticket: on a sudden 
the trumpets sounded, and I heard namber thir- 
teen proclaimed. The same ceremony was re- 
peated for each of the five numbers. The church, 
notwithstanding, condemns games of chance. 
Does gaming cease to be a sin, because it is pro- 
fitable to the church? Perhaps this is a new 
mystery, which must be respected.” 


RECENT PUBLICATIONS. 


Hours of Devotion, translated from the thir- 
— German edition: Philadelphia 12mo. pp. 
We are unable to designate the author, transla- 
tor or publisher of this book,—circumstances 
which should not have been left in obscurity ; but 
from a general review of. it, we are inclined to 
believe that its title is a misnomer. It contains 
many good practical and moral sentiments, but we 
have failed to discover in it those peculiar features 


epeak of the almost Divine character and actions | of Christianity, which enter into the very compo- 


of the ‘Apostle of the Indies,” St. Francis 
Xavier. Like most other Piotestaats, having re- 


sition of devotion. The doctrine of Christ cruci- 
fied is the foundation of true devotion, and this 


«ceived all our knowledge of this renowned Mis-| doctrine sheds not its hallowed influences over 


sionary through the medium of a Protestant 
abridgement of his life, we had been accustomed 
from our youth to regard his character with some 
degree of veneration, as a zealous, devoted 
servant of God, who, though in some poiats erro- 
meous, yet on the whole, held and taught the 
great and important principles of Christian faith 
and practice. And we were the more led to 
form this estimate of his character, as it is a noto- 
rious fact, that in the early part of bis life, while 


. 4 student in the University of Paris, he had 


eagerly imbibed the doctrines of the Reforma- 
tion, from which it required all the art and skill 
of Ignatius Loyola to wean him. But when it 
fell to our lot to read the life of this Saint, 
‘aa written by Father Dominick Bohours, of the 
same society,” (Jesuit) which is acknowledged as 
an authentic record of the doctrines and actions of 
Xavier, the illusion vanished. We saw, in bold 
relief, the features of the cunning, artful, time- 
serving Jesuit; and to our grief and disappoint- 


ment, we fouad we must look elsewhere for the 
beau ideal of a Christian missionary. Taking his 
character, as we find it delineated by his enthusi- 
astic panegyrist, Bohours, we may ascertain what 
are the ingredients which enter into the composi- 


these pages. If we mistake not, a Unitarian 
might adopt this book as a formula. It should be 
read therefore with caution. 3 


The Gospel Mystery of Sanctification, by Walter 
Marshall. A new edition, Philade!phia: Wm. S. 
Young, 1834. 18mo. pp. 254. 


This work needs no new recommendation. It 
has long been before the church associated with 
the commendations of such:men as the Erskines, 
Gill, Hervey and Mason. Some of the prelimi- 
nary statements of Marshall may seem startling, 
but when the treatise is carefully studied in its 
entireness, it will be found to be compact, con- 
sistent, and Scriptural. 


PRESBYTERY OF OHIO. 


Pittsburg, on Tuesday, the 17th inst. Messrs. 
William M. Hall, omas Gault, and Junius 
Marks, students of the Western Theological 
Seminary, having completed the trials assigned 
them, were licensed to preach the Gospel. The 
Act and Testimony, issued at Philadelphia, by 
oes of the minority of the late General Assembly, 


tion of a perfect Popish Missionary. Having ascer- | five members, to report at the next meeting of Pres- 


tained this point, we will be the better able to judge 
what degree of importance to attach to the state- 
ments made by the Catholic Herald, and kindred 
journals, of the wonderful success of Popish mia- 


‘bytery. After the transaction of some minor busi- 
ness, the Presbytery adjourned to meet in the 
Third Presbyterian church in this city, on the 
first Tugedey of October next, at 3 o’clock, P. M. 
—Pitteburg Christian Herald. 


sions. his well -koowa: to be @ maxim of the 
Jesuits; “ Let us do. evil, that. good may come.” 
An inspired Apostle declaresthat the “ damna- 


_ FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE. 


The packet ship Silas Richards, at New-York, from 
London papers to the 23d, and Liver- 


pool to the 24th of May, inclusive. 
By this arrival, we learn the painful intelligence that 


General La Farerre died, at his residence, near Paris, 
on Tuesday morning, May 20th, at 5 o'clock. He had 
been ill but a short time, and retained his mental facul- 
ties to the last moment. His illness at first was ex- 
ceedingly slight, having originated from a cold, taken 
while attending the funeral of M. Dulong. He was 
, attended by Drs. Andral, Maryolin, Cloquet, and seve- 
_ral other eminent advisers, who up to the 18th May, 
‘gave it as their opinion that their venerable paticnt 
| would recover. .On the night of the 19th, however, a 
' material change took place, his breathing became very 
‘ difficult, and when an effort was making to apply a 
, blister to his chest, he mildly observed that it would be 
of no avail, and soon after expired in the arms of his 
_ son, George Lafayette. He was in the 77th year of his 
| age. His funeral was to have taken place on the fol- 
lowing Thursday, 22d of May. 

A correspondent of one of the London papers says : 
“ The funeral of General Lafayette will be a splendid 
— it will be an interesting—even a touching spectacle, 
but it will not be productive of great consequences. 
Orations—numerous orations will be pronounced over 
his grave ere the earth cover him, but none of them in 
the spirit of Antony—* Grief will have way”—gar- 
lands of flowers will rise in pyramids “ o’er the grave 
of his rest,” and Lafayette will repose among the great 
and the unfortunate already entombed in the square of 
Massens, (including Ney, Davoust, Massena, Lefebvre, 
Suchet, St. Cyr, &c.) and the people will disperse, and 
the fate of France will remain for some time longer 
undecided. Peace to his manes. 

( From Gulignani’s Messenger of May 20.) 

Drath or Generat Larayette.— With unfeigned 
regret we announce this melancholy, event which took 
place at a quarter to five o’clock, this morning. The 
improvement which was perceptible in the symptoms 
of his fatal malady yesterday evening, and which in- 
spired his friends with a hope that his valuable life 
— yet be spared to them, continued until about two 
o’clock this morning, when a change took place in his 
breathing, which announced the approach of dissolu- 
tion. A blister was about to be applied to the chest. 
but he faintly expressed his dissent, and these were 
his last words. The venerable General was born on 
the Ist of September, 1757, and consequently wanted 
little more than three months to complete the age of 
seventy-seven. The wondrous scenes in both the New 
World and the Old, in which the name of Lafayette 
was prominently distinguished, are among the most 
remarkable in the annals of mankind; and we may 
safely aver (without entering into abstract opinions on 
political doctrines) that history does not in all her re- 
cords possess a name which has through the 
searching ordeal of public opinion, even in the dark- 
est and most tempestuous times, more pure and unsul- 
lied than his, whose death his country is to-day called 
‘upon to deplore. 


GREAT BRITAIN. 


Col, Tennison’s motion for repealing the Septennial Act, 
was debated at large on the 15th of May. The proposi- 
tion was negatived, by a vote of 25310 185. The lead- 
ing speakers in favour of the proposition were, the mover, 
Sir D. Sanford, and Mr. O-Connell. Against t—Lord 
Althrop, Lord Daimany, and Mr, Stanley. The chief 
objection urged most effectively against the motion was, 
that a reform has been effected, which was held out by 
those who introduced it, and accepted by those who sup- 
ported it, as a settlement of the question of parliamentary 
reform! The reform act was never talked of by its au- 
thors or its friends as a stepping stone to further demands, 
but as a security that further demands would not be in- 
sisted upon. 

- The Irish Church amendment bill has been ordered to 
a third reading in the House of Lords. 
ord Wyntord’s Bill for the better observance of the 
bath, was opened by the Lord Chancellor and Bishop 
London, and has been rejected. 

Notice has been given in the Commons for a bill to 
abolish imprisoument for debt in certain cases. 

Mr. Maxwell has brought forward a motion calling the 
attention of Parliament to the distressed condition of the 
hand loom weavers. 

Mr. E. L. Bulwer brought forward a motion in the 
House of Commons on the 22d, to repeal the stamp duty 
ou newspapers, and to give all printed works, under a 
certain weight, the privilege of transmission evens the 
Post Office at a low rate. It was negatived, 90 to 58. 

The Jewish Civil Disabilities Bill was, afier some op- 
apg read a second time on the 2Ist, by a majority of 

23 to 32. On the same day, Mr. Poulter’s Sabbath ob- 
servance bill was read a second time—yeas 52, nays 12. 
It cdusists only of two clauses,—one to prevent shops from 
being kept upen on Sunday, aud the other to prevent 
Ee being paid on Sunday. 

u the House of Lords, on Thursday the 22d of May, 
a great number of petitions from London, Liverpool, and 


the removal of the civil disabilities under which they 
laboured, He spoke for some time in favour of the ob- 
ee of the petitions, which were read and laid upon the 
table. 

On the same day, Mr. Pollock asked leave to intro- 
duce a bill pursuant to a motion in the House of Commons, 
tO prevent imprisonment for debt, on mesne process, ex- 
cept certain cases specified in the bill. 

London, May 22.—The French journals, ina very lamen- 
table dearth of news, have published a very circumstantial 
account of the insanity of William 1V. and the divisions in 
the minisiry as to the matter of a regency! The whole is 
sheer invention from first to last. On the very day, Mon- 
day last, that it was published, the King paid a visit to the 
Royal Military College, at Sandhurst, reviewed the ca- 
dets and pupils, presented a new stand of colours, and 
made a very eloquent and spirit stirring speech on the oc- 
casion. 

The Liverpool Journal of the 24th ultimo states that it 
was pretty generally rumoured that the ministers and Mr. 
O’Connell were about coming to a compromise on the 
Irish tithe bill. 


Recall of the Russian Ambassador.—Prince Lieven, for 
nineteen years the Russian Ambassador to the English 
Court, has been recalled to assume the tuition of the heir 
apparent to the throne of the Czars. The Times, of May 
23d, announces this incident with exultation—intimating 
that the recall is attributable to the Princess, who is repre- 
sented as having been a busy-body in politics these many 
years. 


From the unusual prevalence of diarrhoea in London, 
another visit of the cholera was appreheuded. 


At the levee of the King of England, on the 7th ult. 
Captain R. F. Stockton and Lieut. Alex. Slidell, of the 
United States Navy, were presented by Mr. Vail, the 
United States Charge d’ Affaires. 


FRANCE. 


Animated discussions have taken place in the Chamber 
of Deputies, on the grants <ye by the ministry for the 
increase of the army. ‘The Ministers carried their propo- 
sition by.a majority of 120. 

The Marseilles Journal of May 7th has the following 
postcript: 

M. Maitlefer, principal editor of the Peuple Sourerain, 
and Messrs. Barthelemy & Richard, two other editors, 
have just been arrested, and placed in the most strict 
secret cofiuement. 

in Paris, arrests continue to be frequent, particularly 


the press, and extend naturally the spirit of hosti 


The Presbytery of Ohio met in the city of 


with them, was referred to a committee of 


of newspaper editors. Domiciliary visits, and all the irri- 
tating and exasperating workings of an immense police 
and espionage system, supply innumerable pare to 
ly to the 

guvernmcut which had been already sufficiently ranco- 


rous, 

The French Chamber of Deputies on the 16th, rejected 
the bill, granting 1,000,000 francs to the Minister of the 
Interior, to be distributed among those who had suffered 
most by the troubles at Lyons, with the exception of those 
who took part in the insurrection. For the bill, 109, 
against, 189, (great sensation.) 


The King has granted from his privy purse the sum of 
10,000fr. to be distributed at Lyons amongst the innocent 
victims of the late riots. 

Paris, May 16.—A new party of 300 emigrants from 
Rhenish Bavaria, carrying with them about 150,000 francs, 
lately passed through Forbach, ou their way to some 
seaport, where they intend to embark for America. 

Chamber of Deputies, May 20 —At half past twelve 
o'clock, M. the President, took the chair. 

After M. Ganneron had read the process verbal of the 
proceding sitting. 

The President rose, and in a moved voice, said, ‘J 
have the affliction of announcing to the Chamber the de- 
cease of the Honourable General LAFAYETTE. He died 
this morning at five o’clock. I shall nuw proceed to draw 
the names of the Members who shall attend his funeral, 
but I have no doubt that a great number of his collea 
will consider it a duty to accompany his remains. The 
President then drew the names of the deputation. 

M. Francois Delesser rose and moved that the Presi- 
deut be invited to write a letter to the illustrious General’s 
family, expressive of the profound grief felt by the Cham- 
ber for the great loss his colleagues and whole of 
France had experienced. 

The motion, was, of course, agreed to. 

The sitting was then suspended for an hour, when the 
Chamber resumed the discussion of the Budget of re- 


ceipts. 

Kdiairal Roussin having declined the appointment of 
Minister of Marine (preferring to remain at Constantino- 
ple,) Admiral Jacob has been appointed to that import- 
ent — and has taken the oath in the presence of 
Louis Philip. 

Paris, May 19.—It is stated that the Nestor, which 
lately sailed with sealed orders from Toulon, is gone to 
the coast of Africa to join the small squadron sent by the 
King of Naples against the Emperor of Morocco. How- 
ever this may be, we learn from Toulon that several ships 
are getting ready for sea. 


elsewhere, were presented by the Lord Chancellor, for | 


. No events of a decisive or important amie | had| P 
in. 
telligence from this kingdom consists principally of petty 


transpired in Spain since our previous accounts. 


details. 


In Biscay and Navarre the Carlists were in force, and 
apparently, strong enough to dely the Queen’s troops 


now in those provinces. 


Zumalacarreguy’s four batallions, after remaining some 
time in the presence of the Queen's troops, near oom 

ter 
their retreat General Quesada marched to Lambier and 
dier Lorenzo went to attack, near 
of the insurgeuts. who sought refuge in 
the mountains afier exchanging a few shots. One of the 


retreated on the 14th in four different directions. 


Pampeluna, and Bri 
Valcarios, a co 


chiefs, however, is said to have fallen in the skirmish. 


It is stated that 4000 men under the orders of Brigadier 
Carrera, had entered Vittoria on the 12th. Those troops 


were coming from Castile and the frontiers of Portugal, 


Africa aud Chincilla at Heruauni and Astigaraga. 
PORTUGAL. 


considerable importance. 


habitants. 


the welcomeness of the event. 
have given battle, they have been defeated. 


GERMANY. 


an army ivto Portugal. 
been the recall of the Prussian Minister from Madrid. 


missal of 


not be ackuowledgeu. 
ALGIERS. 


another on 
said wot to have executed. 


SOUTH AMERICA. 


Pacific. 


whole city. 


ly equal severity and duration. 
th 
rienced, and at the latest accounts they had not ceased. 


inches, aud warm sulphureous water was thrown torth. 


persons, however, were severely injured. 


beac 


falling. 
it is feared may have suffered also.—N. Y. Com. Adver. 


DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE. 


merchandize, one cutter, aud ten scows. 


Sophomore year.— Bos. Gaz. 


half dollars. 


supposed to have escaped. 


the evenin 


caught froin the mill. 
mated at from 6 to 7000 dollars.— Mount Holly Mirror. 


from the hand of her brother, about six years of age. 


from whence it was taken by the chil 


ton Patriot. 


Toulon. It appears that three of the 


two_men were killed, and two wounded. 
recommends to Con 
the families of the unfortunate victims of the accident. 


and went on to Johnstown. 


than a boat drawn by horses. 


cess of the stern entirely under water. 


term) broken.—N. Y. Cour. & Eng 


Cruelty.—Yesterday morning, as the infant child of Mr. 
ater street, (a beautiful little boy, 
18 months old, with light blue eyes and light brown hair,) 
was standing at his father’s door, a well dressed woman, 
who was passing, took the child up in her arms, aud walk- 
ed off with it so leisurely, that one of the neighbors (who 
saw her) thought she was a friend of the family. The 


Arthur Allen, of 303 


The Prince Roya! of Belgium died on the ih Mas. - 


Brigadier Jauregui (Ej Pastor) arrived at St Sebastian 
on the 13:h with an escort of 100 men, and was received 
with the greatest enthusiasm. He left his colama and 
the regiment of San Fernando at Tolosa, and those of 


The intelligence from this long disturbed kingdom is of 
On all sides the Usurper is 
discomfited. Coimbra fell into the hands of Donna Maria’s 
troops, on the 8th of May, by evacuation ; and the Duke 
of Terceira was immediately aflerwards joined by the 
Spanish army under Gen. Rodil, numbering about three 
thousand men. The details will be found below. During 
the entry of the combined forces in:o Coimbra, they were 
received with the greatest degree of enthusiasm by the in- 
Repeated cheers and vivas tor Donna Maria 
IL. with a display of colours and decorated arches, marked 
From the South of Porta- 

| it appears that the Miguelites have shown themselves 
in considerable bodies, but in all instances where they 


According to the Augsburgh Gazette of May 17, the 
courts of Vienna and Berlin are very highly displeased at 
the liberty taken by the Spauish Government, in sending 
e consequence has already 
The 
same organ of the Holy Alliance says that the Spanish 
Regent may have cause to lament both this and the dis- 
. Zea from her councils, as ‘ the Powers” 
possessed a guarantee in the person of that minister, in 
the absence of which guarantee the Queen, Isabella, will 


Accounts from Algiers say, that on the 2ist as well as 
on the 29th of April, a sortie was made from Bona, of 400 
men, wh» attacked the Kabiles, aud completely routed 
them each time. The enemy, however, does not appear 
to have been entirely got rid of, for be had contemplated 

‘een on the 1st of May, which he is 


Eurthquakes in South Americu.—It is but a short time 
since we had occasion to record the disastrous effects of 
an earthquake in South America, on the borders of the 
By a recent arrival from the Rio Hacha, -we 
learn that a series of earthquakes occurred at Santa Mar- 
tha, a city somewhat more than 100 miles N. E. trom Car- 
thagena, on the 22d, 23d, 24th and 25th ultimo, which ces- 
troyed the principal edifices, aud materially injured the 


The first and most severe shock lasted about 45 seconds, 
and was followed in about five minutes by another of near- 
In the course of that and 
e next four days, no less than sixty shocks were expe- 


The earth opened in many places to the width of six 


No lives were lost—which is to be attributed to the fact, 
that the first and most severe shock took place while the | N. Y 
inhabitants were in their houses; as the falling of the tiles, 
&c. would most probably have caused the death of great 
numbers, had they been im the street at the time. Several 


The city was completely deserted at the latest accounts 
—the citizens having removed iuto the couniry, with the 
Erapton of a few persons who were living in teuts on the 


The first shock was severe at Rio Hacha, and fears 
were expressed that a few buildings of brick in the place 
would fall; as they were discovered afier the first shock 
to be slightly injured. The greatest part of the buildings 
being built on stakes, were comparatively secure from 


No accounts had been received from Carthagena, which 


Buffalo.—In this flourishing village there arrived from 
June 4th to 10th, inclusive, twenty-eight steamboats with 
passengers, nineteen schooners laden with produce and 


Harvard College.—We learn that the Scphomore Class 
bave been dismissed from College until the next com- 
mencement, when they are to make regular application 
for admission, and are to be examined in the studies of the 


Counter feiters.—Four persons have been arrested in 
Maine for nigger in a manufactory of counterfeit 
ne is postmaster of Mexico, Maine, and 

another a deputy sheriff of the county. The riugleader is 


Destruction by Lightning.—We regret to learn, that on 
of the 10th Mills Weaving. 
Picker, and Grist Mill, situate in Gloucester county, N. J. 
near Batsto, in this county, were struck with lightning and 
burnt down, together with the Cotton store house, which 
Nothing saved. The loss ‘s esti- 


Shocking Accident.—A child about three years old was 
killed this moruing, by the accidental discharge of a pistol 
She 
was the daughter of the late Lawrence M‘Kenney; he was 
interred yesterday afternoon. The pistol had been pro- 
cured by the eldest son of the late Mr. M‘Kenney, to watch 
at his father’s grave, and had been placed in a drawer, 

¢ who discharged it, 
unconscious of its contents. The shot passed through the 
breast of the little vict*m, who instantly expired.— Churles- 


Congress.—A message was transmitted to Congress 
last week by the President of the United States, commu- 
nicating official information of the unfortunate accident at 
us of the frigate 
United States had been inadvertently left shotted, all of 
which were discharged during the salute, and most of them 
directly into the French ship of the line Suffren, by which 
The President 
ess that pensions be authorized for 


Canal Steambout.—The Western Division of the Penn- 
sylvania canal has been navigated by steam! Last week 
a steam canal boat (Adeline) came up from Pittsburgh, 
She returned on Sunday 
morning with a load of near 40.000 Ibs. of blooms, passing 
this place very handsomely at the rate of rather more than 
three miles an hour, and making less wave in the water 
She is propelled by means 
of a fixture of peculiar construction, which works in a re- 
The enterprise of 
the proprietors 1s worthy of commendation, as well as the 
hope that it may prove profitable to them.—BeaverArgus. 


Burden’s Boat.—A trial of speed has been made on the 
East River of Mr. Burden’s steamboat Emma, and not- | 
withstanding her machinery is new, and consequently stiff, 
she was propelled, as was supposed, eighteen miles the 

r—a greater degree of fleetness than ever was witness- 
ed as the performance of any water craft before. Her 
greatest speed cannot be known till after several trips up 
and down the Hudson, and her machinery {in technical 


ler and John Johnston. 
sions while at the ploo 


shortly after expired. They both died 
hour.’ 


ried on upon the different works. 
the East 


Cincinnati. 


to appoint a successor.—G 
Lightni 
York on 


ery. was struck and injured in three different parts. 


man in Eleventh street was also struck, a 


were also somewhat shattered by the fluid. 


Lieutenant Carr,) returned to the ship. 


although some luadred shot were fired.” 


wind, or tornado, that passed, on the 
about six miles north of that place. 


property, marked its _ 
recent tornadoes in the south. No jives appear to have 
been lost, but several 


that its life is despaired of. 


between Liverpool and New York. 


sobriety. 
Philadel 


Robinsou’s mills by the Ist of August next, 


amounted to § 9,419 39. Of this, 


at Philadelphia. 


iu gold, silver, and copper, to $215,000. 


Monday says—‘“ 
resulted in personal colijisions endmg iu t 


lives.”’ 


and Corkonians. 


more no further disturbance has taken place. 


PRESBYTERIAN TRACT SOCIETY. 
lars from Mrs. E. Boyd, of Northumberland, Pa. 
PHILADELPHIA TRACT DEPOSITORY. 


avd Bibles tor the City Distribution, will please to call. 

The regular series of Tracts published by the American 
Tract Society, which now amount to 203. together with 
their bound volumes of Tracts, and their Standard pub- 
lications including, Baxter’s, Fiavel’s, Bunyan’s Dod- 


laucet’s, and Abbott’s works, for sale as above. 
neeued, aud will be thaukfully received. 


A. FLINT, 
Agent of the Philadelphia Tract Society. 


TRACT SOCIETY. 
Philadelphia, June 23d, 1834. 


institution, and with gratitude acknuwldge the liberal aid 


tions, 
The bounds allotted them to supply, is Pennsylvania, 
east of the mountains, West New Jersey, and the State 


and a half of immortal souls. 


them. 


heathen 


bear a conspicuous part. 


Lord, and make his paths straight. 


then lands. 


Pagan lands. 
expect that of the rich abundance which God has 
to the great Benefactor a portion of his own will 


receive. By order the Executive Committee, 


. Sudden Deathe.—'The Harrisburg (Pa.) Chronicle of 
Monday states the following remarkable instances of sud- 
den death as having occurred recently in Susquehanna 
township, of that county.—" On Thursday last, Isaac Dil- 
The former fell down in convul- 

The latter carried him bome. 
and complained immediately of sickness, fell down and 
ied withia balf au 


ennsylvania Canals.-The public improvements already 
completed, are all in good order, and a fair business is cat- 
The greatest amount of 
business is done from the West; last year it was done from 
This shows at once the importance of the Penn- 
sylvania Canals, as an outlet to a market for the produce 
of the West. The Harrisburg Chronicle states.that one 
house alone in that place, Messrs Leech & Co., received 
in two days, about 300,000 Ibs. of Western Bacon from 


7 ion of Mr. M: Lane.—We understand that Mr. 
M Lane has resigned his office of Secretary of State, the 
resignation to take effect as soon during the present ses- 
sion of Congress ac it may gga enient for the President 


g.—During a violeut thunder storm in New 
mursday last several accidents were caused by 
the electric fluid. The root of Congress Hall, a large 
three story building corner of Hester street and the ~— 
farther iamage sustained. A stable tu a milk- 
estroyed, a 

cow burnt up, and several others more or less injured. 
The most painful circumstance of a'l, is the total loss of 
sight of the milk-man, who was thus afflicted without re- 
ceiving any other bodily injery A brig and a sloop 


Naval.—Master Commandant E. A. F. Valette, writes 
to the Secretary of the Navy from Callao, under date of 
February 5th: ‘At half past nine o’clock, (on the evening 
of the 24th November, 1833, when lying off Guayaqail, in 
Colombia.) the first cutter, (which had been waiting for 
Midsbipman 
Gwathmey, who was in her, reported that a large body of 
soldiers had rushed to the Mole, near which the boat was 
laying, and fired repeated volleys into her, killing one 
man and badly wounding another; he, however suceeeded 
in pulling from under their fire, with no owber damage, 


Another Tornudo.—A Netter in the Norfolk Beacon, un- 
der date of the 5th instant from Jerusalem, Southampton 
county, Va., gives the details of another violent whirl- 
revious eveniug, 
is path was from 
half a mile to a miie in breadth; its extent was not known. 
The same destruction of houses, fences, trees, and other 
gress as in the case of the other 


rsous were seriously injured, and 
one litle child, while lying in its cradle, was carried up- 
wards of twenty yards by the storm, and so much injured 
The house in which it was, in 
common with several others, was levelled with the ground. 

Remarkable Sailing.—The packet ship Silas Richards, 
of New York, during her receut veyage from Liverpool, 
when only seven days out, had compleied half the distance 


Hartford, (Conn.) seems to be ina a thriving condition. 
A willion of dollars worth of domestic dry goods, and the 
same amount of leather are uow annually sold ino that 
beautilul and flourishing city, tawed for its industry and 


phia and Norristown Rail Raod.—This work is 
progressing with great rapidity. There are now engaged 
on it between three and four hundred labourers ; and it is 
contemplated by the directors that the rails will be laid to 


Canal Tolls.—The tolls received on the Pennsylvania 
Canals and Rail Roads for the week ending the 14th inst. 
1404 78 was receivea 
at Hollidaysburgh; $ 1337 34 at Jobustown, and Z1iL01 89 


Valuable Cargo.— he cargo of the ship, Ann M'Kim, 
recently arrived at Baltimore, from the Pac.fic, amounts 


Mad Dog’.—We hear of several cases in different parts 
of the country of persous and cattle being bitteu by mad 
dogs; among these, were two young men near Rochester, 
., and two or three children near Charlottesville, Va. 


Riot and Loss of Life.—The Baltimore American of 
e understand that some disturbance 
occurred yesterday between parties of labourers em- 
ployed on the Baltimore and Washington Rail Road at a 
point about sixteen miles from this city, and that they 
loss of several 


From a paper of later date we learn that the contest 
was between two os of Irishmen, called Furdowns 

everal companies of militia infaotry 
and riflemen were sent from Baltimore, and arrived when 
the contest was nearly over. Four lives were lost all Irish. 
Colonel Ridgely of the militia was fired at but not wound- 
ed. Eleven of the rioters, one of them charged with mur- 
der, have been arrested, and committed to jail in Bali- 


The Treasurer acknowledges the receipt of Five Dul- 


The Philadelphia Tract Society’s Depository is removed 
to Fifth, three doors south of Market street, where Ward 
Committees, Auxiliary Societies, and others wantiug Tracts 


dridge’s, Edward’s, Alleine’s, Brainard’s, Guilpin’s, Gal- 


Donations in aid of the Monthly Distribution are much 


PENNSYLVANIA BRANCH OF THE AMERICAN 


The Executive Committee of the Peunsylvania Branch 
of the American Tract Society,‘ would affectionately 
address the friends of Zion. on behalf of this interesting 


afforded in years past to carry on its plans and opera- 


of Delaware, containing a population of about a million 


The Tracts issued from this Depository are received 
from the Parent Society in New York, their contents 
are the pure and unadulierated truths of the Gospel plan 
of salvation, as takeu frown the word of God, and have 
not a sentimeut of controversy, or sectarian priuciple in 


The object is to distribute Tracts most extensively over 
the wide limits of the moral wastes aud desolations em- 
braced within our limits, and wherever human wretched- 
ness aud ignorance is found: it is unhappily exceeding 


reat. 

From heathen lands the joyful tidings are announced, 
that the time to deliver the captive nations is fast ap- 
proaching ; a faithful God is about to give to his Son the 

for bis inheritance and earth’s utmost bounds for 
bis possession, and among the means he designs to use in 
breaking down the kingdoms of darkness, Tracis are to 


From China, with her three hundred millions of Idola- 
tors; from Hiudoostan, Burmah, and the Islands of the 
Sea, the earnest and affecting cry of the Missionaries are 
heard, send us in unnumbered millions of Tracts, those 
messengers of mercy to precede the volume of divine inspi- 
ration. and the living teacher, to prepare the way of the 


The Parent Society last year raised twenty thousand 
dollars, of which sum Boston contributed Five thousand, 
to send Tracts to dying, degraded, perishing man in hea- 


The Executive Committee present before the churches 
and citizens of Philadelphia, a city favoured trom on 
high with blessings and privileges not exceeded by any 
other on earth, the wauts and woes of our own and 
The object is not sectarian, but embraces 
the wants aud salvation of the world, and confideutly 

re- 
turned, keeping ever before our minds the words of the 
Lord Jesus, how he said it is more biessed to give than to 


THE BIBLICAL REPERTORY, 


AND 
THEOLOGICAL REVIEW ; 


Conducted by an Association of Gentleuten in Prince- 
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1825, by the Rev. Ciar.es Hopes, Professor of Biblical 
Literature in the Theological Seminary, who was for 
a number of years its Editor. For the last four years it 
has been r the Editorial care of the Rev. Jamas W. 
ALexanver. ‘The original intention of the conductors 
was to make it a repository of rare or valuable treatises 
in the department of Sacred Criticism and Biblical In- 
terpretation, and it was the earliest publication of the 
kind in America. In 1829 the plan of the work was 
so far enlarged as to take in the whole field of ‘Theo- 
logical science, without however losing sight of its 
primary aim. 
Notwithstanding many difficulties,.it has euntinued 
for almost ten years fo enjoy much putronage, as the 
vehicle of important information; and itis no assump- 
tion to say, that few works, during am equal period, 
have issued a greater amount of useful matter, appro- 
priate to the wants and circumstances of the Christian 
public, and especially, of clergymen and men of letters. 
It has at all times exhibitcd and defended the doctrinad 
standards and distinctive polity of the Presbyterian 
Church. The articles which fill its volumes, have, in 
a inajority of instances, proceeded from writers who 
possess the confidence of the church. These have 
given a full view of the most interesting controversies, 
and have presented a fair survey of religious literature 
and the state of theological opinion, by means of Re- 
views, Original Essays, and ‘Translations. 
Instead of enumerating all the articles which have 
appeared, the publisher prefers to subjoin a brief selec- 
tion, from which some idea muy be formed of the char- 
acter and contents of the work. 

1. Oricinat Essays anv Dissertations. The pluns 
and measures of the American Education Socicty 
have been discussed in a number of interesting trea- 
tives, which excited very general attention. Various 
iinportant articles have appeared, respecting the New 
Haven controversy, and other topies of prevalent in- 
terest. Among these are: ‘The Early History of Pela- 
gianism—Inquiries concerning the Doctrine of Impn- 
tation—Original Sin, as held by the Chorch, before 
and since the Reformation—On the Inability of the 
Sinner—The Christian Spectator on I mputation—New 
Divinity ‘Tried, &c. &c.—The Bible a Key to tite 


Christ—On the Use of Liturgies—On ® Call to. the 
Gospel Ministry, (by the late Dr. Fisk)—God the Uiti- 
mate End of all ‘Things—'I'he Use and Abuse of Sys- 
tematic Theology—Account of Churcls. Government 
in Prussia—History of the Druses—Oa: Cause and 
Effect—On Church Music—Correspondenee with Fo- 
reign Churches, (by the late Dr. Rice)-—Gharacteris- 
tics of the Age, (by Dr. Fisk)—Populowsness -of: the. 
Antediluvian world, (by Professor Halse.y)-—Domestic 
Missions—Historical Statements of the Koran—Per- 
sian Lexicography——Hebrew Grammar-—Sunday 
Schoolk—On New Measures—On Hasty Admissions. 
to the Church, &c. &c. : 

Il. Reviews. 
Episcopacy—The Blacksmith’s Letter on Ep iseopacy+- 
to Channing (reviewed by Dr. Rice)—S/uart’. €hresto- 
mathy— Woods on Inspiration— Woods on E ‘eptism—- 
Memoir of Farel the Reformer—Murdock’s 
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SPEECH OF THE REV. 8. G. WINCHESTER, 
Delivered in the General Assembly, May, 1834, in.defence of the Act 
of the Synod of Philadelphia, in the case 
resbytery of Philadelphia. 
_ At a meeting of a number of individuals, members of the Synod of 
Philadelphia, held’ on Fhursday, May 29th, 1834, the Rev. James 
Magraw,.D.D, was appointed- Chairman, and Rev. David M’Kinney, 

was. appointed Secretary: On motion it was : 

“Resolved, That Rev. James Magraw, D.D. and Rev. Jas. C. Wat- 
son, he appointed.a committee to wait upon the Rev. Samuel G. 
Winchester, and request of him a copy of the Speech delivered by 
him before the eral Assembly of 1834, in the case of the “ Ap- 
peal and ory a of the Second Presbytery of Philadelphia,” against 
the Synod of Philadelphia, for the purpose of publication in any form 
which may be deemed most expedient. | 


| MAGRAW, Chairman. 
Davip M’Kinney, Secretary. 


In compliance with the above request, the following draft of the 
speech: alluded to, as far as it can be recollected, (it having been de- 
livered extemporaneously) is submitted to those interested in the 


subject. 
5,.G. WINCHESTER. 

, Movrrator,—Before entering fully into the merits of this case, 
permitme to notice a remark made by the last speaker, in relation to 
the act of the Presbytery of Philadelphia, by which, but one ministe- 
rial and-one lay delegate are commissioned to this Assembly. It was 
said that by the act of Synod appealed from, that Presbytery was en- 
titled to a larger delegation on this floor, but by sending up their pre- 
sent number, that Presbytery has declared its own belief in the uncon- 
a of the Synodical act. But, Sir, by a reference to the 
minute of Presbytery appended to the commission of their delegates, it 
will appear that the righ¢ to an increased number, is expressly claimed, 
but the exercise of it waived from motives of prudence and peace. 

. The Presbytery-were unwilling that so grave and important a subject 
as that now before you, should be decided on a preliminary question. 


‘Sir, had the Presbytery insisted on the exercise of their right, this. 


weighty subject, with all its difficulties, would have met you on the 
threshhold; and your procéedings would have commenced in the 
midst of agitation and excitement. It was with a view to peace and 
order, Sir, that the Presbytery adopted the course which is now at- 
tempted to be construed to its disadvantage. eo 

~The question before the court is brought up by appeal and complaint. 

To the jurisdiction of this court over the subject, in its present form, 
and asthus brought up, I enter a solemn plea. Not that I would now 
have the question decided on this issue, but as the merits of the case 
have been gone into at Jarge by the complainants, I would urge this 
plea as an argument for dismissing the appeal and complaint. ‘The 
act:of Synod complained of, consists of three parts. 1. The reception 
of. the so called Second Presbytery of Philadelphia, as a constituent 
member of Synod, agreeably to the order of the Assembly of 1832, by 
which that Presbytery is attached to the Synod of Philadelphia. 2. 
The Union of that Presbytery with the Presbytery of Philadelphia, in 
virtue of the power of Synods to unite and divide Presbyteries. 3. 
The division of the Presbytery thus constituted by the union, in vir- 
tue of the same Synodical prerogative. The act of Synod, though 
consisting of these three distincts parts, is nevertheless one, and is so 
regarded in the appeal and complaint. Against such an act no ap- 
peal nor complaint can constitutionally lie. Our ecclesiastical judi- 
catories are of a complex character, like the Senate of the United States. 
At one time, and for specified purposes, they are legislative bodies ; 
at other times, and for other purposes, they are judicial bodics. This 
distinction is recognised throughout the Constitution of our Church. 
And no where does that Constitution sanction the interference of one 
character with the other. Ox “he contrary, when a judicatory is about 
to transact judicial b i...r6 is a transition of the body from its 
legislative to its judicial character ; of this transition the Moderator is 
required to give due notice, and to enjoin on the members to recol- 
lect and regard their high character, as judges of a court of Jesus 
Christ. (See “General Rules for Judicatories.” R. 39.) Of this 
transition on the present occasion, you, Sir, have more than once noti- 
fied this Court. . 

We contend that it is only from the decisions of a judicatory sitting 
as a court, for judicial business, that appeals and complaints can con- 
stitutionally be entertained ; and that from the acts of judicatories in 
a legislative capacity, no appeal nor complaint can constitutionally 

ie. 

That this is the correct interpretation of our constitution will appear if 
we examine the nature of the remedy by which redress is sought in the 
present instance. You have before you an appeal and complaint. 
1. We will notice first, the remedy by appeal. It may be proper to re- 
mark in this place that the sections on appeals and complaints come 
under the head of “ piscrpLine,” as will appear by a reference to the 
book. The division, union, and erection of Presbyteries are provid- 
ed for under the head of *“ Form of Government.” Now it is a ques- 
tion for your consideration, whether a judicatory can constitutionally 
resort to the “ discipline” of the church, for the purpose of erecting, 
dividing’and uniting Presbyteries. In noticing the remedy by appeal, 
I would call your attention—First, to the nature of appeals. Secondly, 
to the privilege of appeals. 

1. The nature of appeals. ‘ An appeal is the removal of a cause 
already decided, from an inferior to a superior j:idicatory, by a party ag- 
grieved.”—Book of Discipline, Chap. VII. Sec. III.,§ I. The word 
** cause” is here used technically, and therefore is ajudicial matter, and 
_ contemplates a judicial issue. Again, §IV., “ Appeals may be either 
from a part of the proceedings of a judicatory, or from a defective sen- 
tence.” A sentence is that from which appeals are to be taken. This 
too is a technical word, and shows that the proceedings alluded to are 
judicial proceedings. Hence the first step in conducting the appeal, is 
to read the sentence appealed from, together with the ¢esémony in the 
case. From this it is manifest that a judicial sentence, not a legis- 
lutive act, is the only legitimate matter of appeal. This will more 
fully appear to any one who will attentively read the whole of the 
third section of Chapter VII. It speaks of “a party aggrieved,” “a 
regular trial,” “ refusal of reasonable indulgence to a party on trial,” 
“ hurrying a decision before the testimony is fully taken,” “ declining 
to receive important testimony,” “ prejudice in the case.” Thesc 
are stated to be proper grounds of appeal. When an appeal is taken 
up, the records of the inferior judicatory in the case, “ including all 
the testimony and reasons of their decision,” must be read. This 


same article also speaks of a “ judgment pronounced,” “ remitting the | 


cause,” “a new trial,” * original parties.”. The nature of the sentence 
from which an appeal is contemplated by this article, is such as 
suspension,” “ excommunication,” “ deposition from office,” or some 
lighter sentence, in which latter case, all further proceeding in the 
cause is stayed by an appeal till it be finally issued. 

2. In regard to the privilege of appeals, it is only necessary to ob- 
serve that it belongs only to an original party. 

“All persons who have submitted to a regular trial in an inferior, 
may appeal toa higher judicatory.”—Chap. VII., Sec. III.§ II. An 
appeal shall in no case be entered except by one of the original par- 
ties."—) XVII. 7 

Now the questions pertinently arise: 1. Was the act of Synod 
appealed from, a judicial decision? Was the Synod constituted as a 
court for judicial business? Was such atransition from its legislative 
character necessary or constitutional, in order to pass the act appeal- 
ed from? Was the reception of the Second Presbytery, its union 
with the First, or the subsequent division of the Presbytery of Phila- 
delphia, a judicial sentence pronounced against the appellant Presby- 
tery? 2. Was the Second Presbytery “a party at the bar” of Synod? 
If so, where is the proof of their citation and arraignment, in the re- 

ords of the Synod? What were the charges tabled against the accused ? 

yhat-was the testimony on which the Synod grounded their decision? 
The Judicial Committee, in reporting this case to the House, have ne- 
glected to perform a very material duty, if this be indeed judicial 
business. They have not reported the order in which the testimony 
shall be read: and the court itself has erred in not adhering to the 
Book which requires the testimony to be read. (See ch. VII. sec. IIT § 
VII.) If the Second Presbytery were the one party, who were the 
other at the bar of the Synod? If the Synod itself were a party, how 
does it appear that one of the parties is at the same time the judge in 
the case? Is it competent to a Synod to sit in judgment on its own 
case? If you regard the Synod as a party in this case, you will 
have some difficulty in issuing it agreeably to the rules of of the Book. 
In the ninth paragraph of the Section on Appeals, a distinction is made 
between “original parties” and the “inferior judicatory.” But in 
this case'the distinction is lost sight of; a circumstance which the 
Book never contemplated. Who then were the parties before the 
Synod? There were no patties: and therefore there could be no ap- 
peal. But if there had been parties before the Synod, it is manifest 
. that the Second ome pal of Philadelphia could not have been one 
ef them. The Secon 


of the Assembly's Second 


Presbytery was not a constitucnt member of 


‘therefore could not have been a party to any proceeding, had previ- 
ous to their reception. And if the appeal be heard;on the ground 
that the Second Presbytery was a member of Synod before such act of 
| reception, it will be a prejudgment of the case. For if that Presby- 
tery were a member, she was made such by the act of the Assembly. 


the parties are atissue. But, if it be contended that the Second Pres- 
bytery was made a component part of Synod by the act of Assembly 
of 1832, I wish it to be distinctly kept in mind by this court, as I 
shall hereafter advert to itagain. Is it pretended, that being received 
by the Synod as a Presbytery, they were competent to appeal? We 
reply that their existence in the Synod as a Presbytery, was only mo- 
mentary; for the same act that received them, amalgamated them 
with the Presbytery of Philadelphia, and of course destroyed their se- 
parate Presbyterial existence. ‘They do not appeal as individual 
members of Synod, for such they undoubtedly were, after the act of 
reception, but they appeal as a Presbytery. Besides, they do not in 
| fact appeal as members of Synod, made such by the act of Synod, but 
as such by the act of the Assembly. Here again the same question, 
involving the merits of the case, occurs. In no sense therefore can 
the former Second Presbytery be considered a party to the transaction 
from which they have appealed, and if not a party, they can not appear 
before this court as appcllants. : 

I would farther observe in relation to the privilege of appeals, that 
the party appealing in this case, has no constitutional existence, 
and cannot therefore be recognised by this court. The appellants 
come before you not as individyals, butasa Presbytery. We contend 
that the appellants as a Presbytery had no existence at the time the 
appeal was taken, and were therefore incompetent to any Presbyte- 
rial act. That Presbytery was amalgamated with the Presbytery of 
Philadelphia, and its separate existence thereby destroyed. The 
only argument that can be urged even with speciousnes against this 
position, are, 1. That the former Second Presbytery had, at the time 
of their appeal, no official notice of the act of Synod; or, 2. That 
the act of the Synod amalgamating them with the Presbytery of Phi- 
ladelphia, was null and void. 
we observe—1. That it is true, no notice of the act, signed by an offi- 
cer of the Synod, was published to the world. Yet two members of 
that Presbytery, a minister and an elder, were present in Synod at 
the time the act passed ; and the elder actually took his seat ‘as a 
member of Synod in virtue of the act, and participated in its subse- 
quent deliberations. 2. If no official notice of the act of Synod was 
ever given, how could that Presbytery make that act the ground of 
Presbyterial proceeding ? With what:propriety could they appeal from 
a decision of which they had no official notice? If the plea of want 
of notice be set up, it can be rebutted by their own records. And if 
the plea be sustained, then there was no subject of appeal properly 
and officially before that Presbytery. The very argument (namely, 
having no notice) by which they would urge their right to appeal as 
a Presbytery, does at the same time prove that there was before them 
no subject of appeal. This ‘is their dilemma. But 2dly. Will it be 
contended; that the act of Synod was null and void? The acts of an 
individual or of an association, may be divided into those that are 
void, and those that are voidable. ‘Those acts are void which the in- 
dividual or association is incompetent to do. Those are voidable, 
which a higher authority, having jurisdiction in the case, may regu- 
larly reverse or repeal. Such acts being voidable, are in force till 
reversed or repealed. The authority of the Synod in the case at bar, 
must be determined by a reference to the Constitution, the only instru- 
ment which declares and defines the powers of judicatories ; this 
point I shall examine presently. If the Constitution clearly grants to 
Synod the power in question, their acts performed in the exercise of 
such power, cannot be void, and I shall show, in another place, are 
not even voidable by the General Assembly. The appellant Presby- 
tery admit the constitutionality of the act of Synod. Its language is, 
‘It (the Synod) has merely adopted a cons/itutional pretext for counter- 
acting the repeatedly expressed judgment of the Assembly.” Though 
it bea pretecxt,as it has been unadvisedly called, yet it is constitutional. 
Again: ‘* We think they have exercised their power of uniting 
Presbyteries very injudiciously.”” See Appeal and Complaint, § III. 
Their power in this matter is here fully admitted, but the wisdom of 
its exercise, in the present case, called in question. The injudicious 
exercise of power does not render void the acts that emanate from 
that power. If those acts be unconstitutional, they are void and not 
obligatory. But if they be constitutional, however unwise, injudi- 
cious, inexpedient, or oppressive to a disaffected party, they are bind- 
ing, until reversed by a competent authority. I repeat it, therefore, 
that the Assembly cannot declare void the act of Synod, unless it can 
be made to appear that the act itself is unconstitutional, and that 
the Synod in passing it, transcended their powers. And whether the 
appellants have made this‘to appear, I appeal to the judgment and the 
candour of this court, and of all thinking men who are, or who here- 
after shall become acquainted with the merits of this case. But if 
the constitutionality of the act of Synod is to be called in question, 
by what judicatory is it to be done? Will the former Second Pres- 
bytery sit as a court of review and control, over the acts of the Synod, 
and, ex cathedra, pronounce upon the constitutionality or unconstitu- 
tionality of its proceedings? Is it competent to a Presbytery thus to 
decide upon the acts ef a higher judicatory 2? What did we hear from 
the same Presbytery when the Synod of Philadelphia was charged 
with usurping similar authority, and judging of the legality of the 
acts of the Asscmbly? ° We were very plainly told it was rebellion 
and nullification, thus to erect the Synod into a reviewing court, 
over the head of the General Assembly. ‘The principle of subordi- 
nation, and of course, the duty of submisson, is the same in both 
cases. 

But we are told that by the appeal, the separate Presbyterial 
existence of the appellants is continued, and stili remains unaffected 
by the act of Synod appealed from. But we have seen that no appeal 
can lie against the act of Synod, it being a legislative act, not a judicial 
decision. And that the appellant Presbytery was in no sense a party to 
the transaction. A decision of these preliminary questions will be a de- 
cision of the whole case. If any judicatory, or member of it, not a 
party, can, by an appeal, render ineffectual the legislative acts of a 
superior judicatory, then there is an end of all efficient legislation, 
an end of all efficient administration of the government of our 
church. 


To contend that the appeal continues the existence of the Second 
Presbytery, is taking for granted the right of appeal in this case, 
which is disputed. And it isalways inconclusive and unfair, to argue 
from matter of fact to matter of right. If this were a judicial case, 
admitting of appeal, it could be clearly shown from-the 15th paragraph 
of theSection on Appeals, that this is one of those cases there mention- 
ed, in which the appeal does not stay proceedings. Itis there said that 
if the sentence appealed from, be suspension, or excommunication 
from church privileges, or deposition from office, it shall be consider- 
ed as in force, until the appeal shall be issued. No such sentence 
could have been pronounced in the case before you, because it was 
not a judicial process. But we may reason analogically. Deposition 
from office is the destruction, for the time being, of the ministerial 
character of the ane aE The act of Synod was the des- 
truction of the separate Presbyterial existence of the appellants, and 
was a legislative deposition of that Presbytery. And, Moderator, if 
you will enforce this legislative act under the operation of an ap- 
peal, I claim for it so much of that operation as “ continues it in force 
until the appeal shall be finally issued.” I shall insist upon an 
equal distribution af the advantages of the appeal to both parties. 
And if you entertain this appeal, you must also regard the act ap- 
pealed from “as in force until the appeal be issued.” | 

In concluding what I have to say on the remedy by appeal, let me 
cal] the attention of the Court to the decision which the Book autho- 
rises in cases of appeals. ‘The tenth paragraph of the Section on Ap- 
peals reads thus—‘ The decision may be either to confirm or reverse, 
in whole, or in part, the decision of the inferior judicatory ; or to re- 
mit the cause, for the purpose of amending the record, should it ap- 
pear to be incorrect or defective ; or fora new trial.” Here you have 
the only kind of decision which the Book contemplates in the case of 
an appeal. You are indeed asked to declare the act of Synod null and 
void. But this you cannot do in issuing anappeal. Not a line in the 
Constitution authorises you to make such a decision in issuing an ap- 
peal. If the act appealed from, be unconstitutional, it cannot be ap- 
pealed from. It is ipso facto null and void. The course to be pur- 
sued in such a case, is to dismiss the appeal, take up the subject in 


act totally void. That this is a sound construction of the remedy by 
appeal, farther appears from the eleventh paragraph of the section on 
appeals, which reads thus, “ If an appellant, after entering his appeal 
to a superior judicatory, fail to prosecute it, it shall be considered as 
abandoned, and the sentence appealed from shall be final.” The lan- 
guage is imperative, “shall be final.” The General Assembly can 
not alter nor reverse it. Thisis a right secured to inferior judica- 
tories by the Constitution. But, Sir, shall the delinquency of a party or 
his voluntary abandonment ofan appeal, make“ final,” and operative an 
UNCONSTITUTIONAL ACT? For example : suppose the act of Synod in this 


the Synod, until they were made such by the act of reception, ond 


This the Synod have denied, and here is the real question on which | 


In reply to the first of these arguments, 


the constitutional way, hereafter to be pointed out, and declare the | 


case to have been UNCONSTITUTIONAL, and the appellant Presbytenr’ 
had abandoned the appeal, would that act of Synod have been final 
and operative, and beyond the reach of this Assembly? If this is’a 
legitimate subject of appeal, it would. The Book, a higher authority 
than this Assembly, has explicitly declared that it would be “final.” 
If you declare the act of Synod to be void, you do thereby declare that 
it was no proper subject of appeal. You cannot therefore, without a 
gross and manifest violation of the Constitution, entertain the appeal, 
— the same time declare the act appealed from, to be null and 
void. | 

II. I come now in the second place, Moderator, to notice the com- 
plaint. As no appeal in this case can lie against the Synod, so nei- 
ther can a complaint, especially where the Presbytery complaining, 
has no existence. It is often said that any one may complain. This 
may be true where the subject matter admits of complaint. What 
says the book? “ Another method by which a cause which has been 
decided by an inferior judieatory, may be carried before a superior, is 
by complaint.” «The cases in which complaint is proper and advi- 
sable, are such as the following, viz. The judgment of an inferior 
judicatory may be favourable to the only party who has been placed 
at their bar; or the judgment in question may do no wrong to any in- 
dividual ; or the party who is aggrieved by it may decline the trouble 
of conducting an appeal. In any of these cases no appeal isto be ex- 
pected. And yet the judgment may appear to some of the members 
of the judicatory, to be contrary to the constitution of the church, inju- 
rious to the interests of religion, and calculated to degrade the char- 
acter of those who have pronounced it. In this case the minority 
have not only a right to record, in the minutes of the judicatory, their 
dissent from this judgment, or their protest against it, but they have 
also a right to complain to the superior judicatory.”” (Chap. VII., 
Sect. I'V., § TIL) 

From the foregoing it appears—1. That the decision of which com- 
plaint can be made, is the decision of a cause, a word used in the 
book, technically. This further appears from the expression “ par x 
who has been placed at the bar.” A judicial decision, therefore, is 
the proper subject of complaint. 2. There can be no complaint ad- 
missable, except in such cases as will admit of appeal. Itis true, the 
party at the bar will not appeal, if the decision be in his favour,.and 
in such a case other members of the judicatory may complain;. but 
this arises from the character of the decision, not from the nature of 
the case. The nature of the case is such as to admit of appeal if the 
decision be against the party at the bar, and therefore let the decision 
be as it may, the right of complaint remains. 

It may appear to some of the members of the court, that although no 
appeal in this case can constitutionally lie, yet a complaint may. 
This impression may have been made by the very general phraseolo- 
gy of the second paragraph of the section on complaints. But a care- 
ful perusal of the whole section will remove that impression. 

We should not detach a paragraph from its context, and interpret 
it, in its isolated posture, without reference to the connection on 
which it depends. We do not thus interpret the sacred volume. Nor 
should we sotinterpret any connected treatise. This section like that 
on appeals, evidently contemplates judicial process. 

It also speaks of “‘a judgment” and “a party placed at the bar.” 
It is but another sort of judicial process, unattended by some of the 
difficulties of appeals. Itis “another method” of trying ‘a cause.” 
By what art of construction or interpretation, these articles and this 
language can be made to refer to legislative acts, I am unable to dis- 
cover. 

In speaking of the remedy by appeal, I argued first from the nature, 
and secondly from the privilege of appeal. Now as to the nature of 
these remedies, it is the same in both. They are modes of judicial 
process. But with regard to the privilege of prosecuting them, they 
differ. The remedy by complaint consists in this difference. Only 
*‘ original parties” can prosecute an appeal. But it was foreseen that 
cases might arise where “the party aggrieved would decline the 
trouble of conducting an appeal,” and yet the sentence be oppressive 
and unjust, and “ injurious to the interests of religion.” What was 
to be done? Here was a difficulty. The sentence ought not to remain 
in force. But how can it be remedied? The aggrieved party de- 
clines conducting an appeal. No others can doit. This very difh- 
culty gave rise to the remedy by complaint, as the section itself states. 
You at once see, that the difficulty does not relate at all to the nature of 
the case, it is still a judicial process that is contemplated, but to the 
privilege of conducting the remedy. While therefore it is true that 
any person may complain, yet it is equally true that a complaint can 
only lie when an appeal might lie, if the party aggrieved choose to 
prosecute it. Complaints therefore, though they may be prosecuted 
by any person, yet can only lie against a judicial decision. The same 
arguments which show that the appeal in this case cannot lie, bear 
with equal force upon the remedy by complaint. | 

It may now be asked, is there no way of redressing the evil com- 
plained of by the Second Presbytery? Is there no way of bringing 
up this question constitutionally before the Assembly? I answer, 
most certainly. And it is a wise provision, but of late very much 
overlooked and neglected. In our Constitution it bears the name of 
“‘ General Review and Control.” (See Chap. VII. Sec. I.) “ In review- 
ing the records of an inferior judicatory, it is proper to examine, 
First, whether the proceedings have been constitutional and regular : 
Secondly, whether they have been wise, equitable, and for the edifica- 
tion of the church: Third/y, whether they have been correctly record- 
ed.” § II. “It may be that, in the course of review, cases of irre- 
gular proceedings may be found so disreputable and injurious, as to 
demand the interference of the superior judicatory. In cases of this 
kind, the inferior judicatory may be required to review and correct 
its proceedings.” § III. ‘ No judicial decision, however, of a judica- 
tory shall be reversed, unless it be regularly brought up by appeal or 
complaint.” § IV. Here also it is clearly taught that appeals and 
complaints are confined to judicia] matters. These modes of process 
were provided expressly for judicial cases, and were never intended 
to be otherwise applied. The manner in which irregular or uncon- 
stitutional legislative proceedings are corrected as follows: “* When 
any important delinquency, or grossly unconstitutional proceedings 
appear-in the records of any judicatory, or are charged against them by 
common fame, the first step to be taken by the judicatory next above, 
is to cite the judicatory alleged to have offended, to appear at a spe- 
cified time and place, and to show what it has done, or failed to do 
in the case in question; after which the judicatory thus issuing the 
citation, shall remit the whole matter to the delinquent judicatory, 
with a direction to take it up and dispose of it in a constitutional 
manner, or stay all further proceedings in the case, as circumstances 
may require.” § VI. Here then is the only constitutional way in 
which the proceedings of the Philadelphia Synod, in the case before 
you, can becorrected or repealed. Is not here a special provision for 
just such a case as is complained of by the former Second Presbytery 
of Philadelphia? Let the Synod be cited before the Assembly, and 
if its proceedings, according to 4 II. be ‘* unconstitutional,” or “ irre- 
gular,” or unwise,” or “ unjust,” or for the edifiation of the 
church,” let it be censured, or directed to “take up the matter and 
dispose of it in a constitutional manner.” In this way should the 
case have come before the Assembly in 1832. And it will be 
strange indeed if, with this plain, wise, and constitutional method 
before their eyes, the Assembly again issue this subject in any 
other. It is made the duty of Synods “to take effectual care that 
the Presbyteries observe the Constitution of the Church.” Chap. XI. 


ly - A similar duty devolves upon the Assembly, in regard to the 
ynods. These bodies are not to wait for appeals or complaints 
against the unconstitutional proceedings of the inferior judicatories. 
[tis their duty to see that such proceedings be corrected, and that the 
Constitution be observed. But the reason why the method by appeal 
and complaint is in most cases preferred, may consist in the wrongfu) 
advantage which the complaining party derives. from the exclusion of 
the body complained of, from the house, and of course from a vote. 
This is indeed a more sure method of gaining a point, but one most 
unfavourable to justice, and to the rights of the body excluded. 

If complaints against the legislative acts of our judicatories are to 
be listened to, where will they end? What strife and contention will 
thereby be engendered, and continued, and encouraged? Besides, if 
this practice is to continue, and be sanctioned by the highest judica- 
tory, and if it be the privilege of any one, to complain of any act, 
what inferior judicatory will decide on any question, when they know 
that they will be excluded from a vote on the same question in a high- 
er body? Will not the lower judicatories be thereby induced to “ re- 
fer” every question, and thus retain their right of deliberating and 
voting in the higher judicatory? Suppose, for example,.that the large 
Synod of New-York should decide some point, or adopt some measure 
of vast importance,.and there should be but one troublesome member 
always to be found in: the opposition. By sanctioning the principle: 
contended for by the complainants in this case, you put it into the 
power of that one member to bring the whole matter before the Assem- 
bly, and exclude that Synod from a vote on its decizion. This is a 
question deeply affecting the rights of inferior judicatories, seriously 
jeopardizing their efficiency, and loudly claiming their solemn con- 
sideration. 
cing this unconstitutional practice, are greatly increasing their own 
business. Soon we shall hear of no appeals nor complaints, but every 
question will be referred. ‘The lower jydicatories will decide none,. 
and thus become both uselessand troublesome. Nolowerjudicatory will, . 
by deciding a question, voluntarily and certainly exclude itself from a. 


is}higher. This could not be expected. Such is the consequence of 


departing from the Constitution, to “‘ carry a point.” Let.us then get 
back to the old Jand marks, and walk in the old paths ;.and ‘let our: 
highest judicatory magnanimously set us the example. 

If, Moderator, it should appear to the court, from the argument now 
urged, that this. case is Coram non judice, not properly before them, 
we ask that it may be dismissed. But as we do not propose to submit: 
the case at this stage of the argument, I will proceed to-an examina-- 
tion of its merits more in detail, and I trust you will indulge me in 
two preliminary remarks. First: I cannot discover the object which 
the complainants have in view, in raking up old differences of rather 
local interest than otherwise, and which we had hoped were forever 
buried and forgotten. Why open afresh the wounds which once pro- 
fusely bled, but which we had hoped were in some good degree heal- 
ed? Why call to mind, and press upon the attention of this court, 
circumstances of distant date, but calculated to awaken prejudice and 


subject? They have no other connection with -the question before 
you, than that which prejudice and ancient alienations create in the 
minds of those who once were, or now are, excited by them. Is all this 
done for effect? ‘The second remark I would make is, that the com- 
plainants have dwelt chiefly and emphatically on the power of the As- 
sembly, in regard to the erection of new Presbyteries. This point 
was mainly pressed, as if it were the material one before you. hy 
is the attention of the court thus diverted from the real question, and 
directed with anxious and pressing importunity to one, not necessarily 
involved in the question before you? Is it because here they can shield 
themselves under the decision of the Assembly of 183217 Is it in order 
to draw from us an attack upon that decision, and upon the Assembly 


and to plant themselves upon more advantageous ground before the 
Assembly, than the matter of their complaint will furnish? If they 
could succeed in guiding our shafts, and directing them against the 
Assembly, instead of themselves, they well know that it would be one 
way to prejudice our cause and promote their own. ‘There isa sort 
of ecclesiastical pride, under the influence of which, one Assembly 
feels itself bound to support the acts of another. ‘To this pride, the 
argument on the power of the Assembly to do what they did in 1832, 
may be intended to appeal. The artifice may become _ success- 
ful, and the influence of this pride may be felt in the final deci- 
sion. But I trust that this court will not forget nor disregard its 
high character and solemn responsibility as a court of Jesus Christ. 

I had not intended to do more than glance at the power of the As- 
sembly to erect new Presbyteries, but I am disposed to follow them 
in the course which they have seen it most to their advantage to take 
in the argument, not neglecting however to bestow a full share of at- 
tention upon the true question before the court. We are by no 
means unwilling to meet the complainants on that argument, although 
a decision on that question in 1832, may secure a similar one at this 
time. Let it be remembered that votes are not arguments, nor are 
they answers to arguments. 

It has been asserted more than once, that the Assembly have decid- 
ed this question again and again. The allusion here was to the re- 
commendation in 1831—to the act of 1832, erecting the Second 
Presbytery, and to the famous compromise in 1833. I attach but little 
importance to this supposed threefold decision of the Assembly: but 
as others may regard it as an important circumstance, it may be pro- 
per to observe, that I have learned to distinguish between recommen- 
dations and commands. To recommend an act is one thing, to do the 
act is quite another thing. As to the compromise, the very word im- 
| ports the opposite of a decision. It was a refusal to decide, so that 
the act of 1832 stands alone. 3 

Doubtless, the principal reason why the debate has taken thiscourse, 
namely, on the power of the Assembly to erect new presbyteries, is 
that the complainants ask you to continue their separate Presbyterial 
existence, and also to continue that of the Synodical Second Presby- 
tery north of Market street. Now, Sir, the power contended for is 
necessary in order to do this, for it will amount to the erection of a 
new Presbytery, as can easily be shown. It will be borne in mind 
that the same act which erected the Presbytery north of Market street 


of Synod void, you thereby declare that no such Presbytery as the Sy- 
nodical Second was ever formed, for it could not have been erected by 
an act that was null and void. To continue them as a Presbytery 
therefore, is in fact to erect them into a Presbytery, which requires 
the very power now claimed for you by the complainants. On the 
other hand, if you decide that the act of Synod was valid, (and you 
must decide between these two alternatives) you thereby declare the 
Assembly’s Second Presbytery to have been destroyed by ita amal- 
gamation with the first. And if you nevertheless continue it in 
existence, it must be by re-erecting it, which also requires the 
power contended for by the complainants. In order to grant 
their request, therefore, it is very material that you possess and 
exercise this disputed power. The complainants feel no desire 
to have the Synodical Second Presbytery destroyed, but rather re- 
joice with them in their happy riddance of a connection in which 
they could not be happy. This, Moderator, is the indulgence of an old 
grudge, and wholly unsuited to the gravity of a public document. I 
exceedingly regret the expression of such feelings by the complainants. 


(To be concluded.) 
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